
 

The Parishes of St Peter & St Columba…        
www.stpetersrcchurchedinburgh.org.uk  

www.stcolumbasrcedinburgh.org.uk 
Parish Priest: Fr Kevin Douglas  St Peter’s, 77 Falcon Avenue EH10 4AN   
(0131 447 2502) email: 77falconave@gmail.com                                           
 St Columba’s 9 Upper Grey Street EH9 1SN 
Deacon - Rev John E Smith  johnesmith@blueyonder.co.uk 
Parish Secretaries:   
St Peter’s: Mary Wastle wastles@btinternet.com(447 3442):  
St Columba’s Sr Karin: sister@stcolumbasrcedinburgh.org.uk 

 

25th Sunday of the Year (A)    
20th September  2020 

   Seek the Lord!     
The justice and integrity of God flow throughout the whole of creation. God’s generosity 
knows no bounds, and sometimes – as Jesus shows us in today’s parable – it is too much 
for human minds to comprehend. Quite simply, God’s ways are not our ways. Isaiah, in 
the First Reading, calls us to turn back and seek out the Lord. The Lord is near to us, and 
full of mercy and forgiveness. The response to the Psalm declares that the Lord is close 
to all who call him. Our Lord is kind, full of compassion, and his abounding love is for 
the whole of creation. Such wonderful greatness cannot be measured. Paul declares that 
life itself is Christ, and his evident enthusiasm encourages us to fully embrace a life 
centred on Christ. (Second Reading)  
In today’s Gospel passage, Jesus uses a parable of workers in the vineyard to challenge and stretch our thinking 
about those who are called to live and work for the Kingdom of God. We are all equal in God’s eyes, and there is no 
room for human ideas of hierarchy and self-importance. The first will be last and the last will be first. As we come 
to pray together, with Christ at the centre of all that we are and do, how might we live out these radical Gospel val-
ues in a world that is in so much need of the kindness and compassion of God? May we have the grace to listen to 
the cry of the prophet, and to seek the Lord with all our heart, mind and spirit. In this coming week, let us pray for 
each other with a generous love, recognising that we are all equal as we work together in the vineyard of the Lord.  
               (St Beuno’s Outreach) 
 

 
Celebration of Mass in St Peter’s & St Columba’s and Mass Intentions 

Saturday Vigil 5.30pm      St Peter’s           

Sunday Mass 9.30am      St Columba’s    Ellen Dey RIP 

   11.30am    St Peter’s          People of Parishes 

    6.30pm      St Columba’s    Michael Cadwallader RIP 

Monday Mass 6.30pm      St Columba’s    Joseph Rowley RIP 

Tuesday Mass 10am         St Columba’s    Jean Young RIP 

Wednesday Mass 6.30pm      St Columba’s    In thanksgiving for birth of  
                                            Elspeth Szpruch 

Thursday Mass 10am         St Columba’s     

Friday Mass 10am         St Columba’s    Maureen & Jacqueline Reilly   
                                            RIP 

Saturday Mass 10am         St Columba’s    Brian Atkin RIP 

Sunday Mass 
To attend Sunday and Saturday 
vigil Masses it is necessary to 

book online at Eventbrite.      
Booking begins at                          

12 noon on Wednesdays 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/
o/30753214066 

If you do not have access to the    
website please contact the parish  

secretaries who will book for you. 

As places are limited to 50 per 
Mass please book one Mass only 
over the weekend to allow others 
the opportunity of attending.  Once 
you have booked please check that 
you have booked only the number 
of  tickets you require.  If you find 
that you are unable to attend or use 
all the places you have booked 
please cancel the booking or ask 
the parish secretary to cancel it for 
you.  This will allow someone  
else to attend. 

Thank you. 

Please continue to pray for all who are sick, elderly or house-
bound whether at home or in hospital/nursing homes, for those 
who are chronically ill and for those who have recently been be-
reaved.  We remember especially Christine, Mike, Christopher, 
Charlie, Michael, John, Anthony, Joe Houghton, Kate, Patricia 
Knowles, Andy and please continue to pray for Luigi Becarelli, a 
much loved parishioner of St Columba’s who is gravely ill in 
hospital. “The last will be first, and the first, last.” 

Today’s Readings  
Isaiah`        55:6-9  
Psalm         144:2-3, 8-9, 17-18 
Philippians 1:20-24, 27   
Matthew     20:1-16                                      
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Items for inclusion in next week’s Newsletter to Mary Wastle  447 3442 or wastles@btinternet.com by Thursday evening please. 
St Peter’s website contact Juliet MacKellaig 447 4210 or julietmmackellaig@gmail.com. St Columba’s website contact pclee@sky.com   

* You can find our Privacy Notices on the websites *  
St Peter’s and St Columba’s are parishes of the Archdiocese of St Andrews and Edinburgh, a Charity registered in Scotland - number 

SC008540 

Marriage Preparation   Are you getting married? 
The Archdiocese is running marriage preparation courses on Saturday 17 October and Saturday 14 November, 
10.30-4.30pm.  Due to ongoing  Covid-19 restrictions these are likely to take place online using Zoom.  For an 
application form please contact Irene Furlong, irene.furlong@staned.co.uk, 0131 623 8900, or download the form 
from the resources tab at https://archedinburgh.org/pastoral-governance/marriage-families/ 

Hello everyone, welcome to our  joint  Newsletter for St Columba’s & St Peter’s Parishes.  
  Please send news  of events etc to St Peter’s Parish Secretary, wastles@btinternet.com. 

It is helpful to receive items for publishing by Thursday evening. 

Do you like to support new ventures? 

Why not visit Redivivus House on Etsy -  
https://www.etsy.com/uk/shop/RedivivusHouse?
ref=condensed_trust_header_title_sold 
Beautiful card and crafts and from October, Christmas 
things. 

PRAYING FOR LIFE 
40 days of prayer and fasting for an end to 
abortion begins next Wednesday 23  
September. As well as praying you are  
also invited to stand and peacefully pray 
during a 40-day vigil in the public right-of-
way outside the Chalmers Sexual Health  

Centre, Chalmers Street, Edinburgh. For more  
information – and especially if you’d like to  
volunteer to help, please contact  
edinburgh40days@gmail.com or visit 
www.40daysforlife.com/edinburgh 

 

Thank you to all who are continuing to support our two  
parishes either by Standing Order (which can be arranged 
online or in your branch),  cheque (St Peter’s Parish/St  
Columba’s Parish)  or cash (either in an envelope through the 
presbytery door or placed in the Offertory basket which is  
available after weekend Masses). Please consider setting up a 
Standing Order - 
Archdiocese of St Andrews & Edinburgh St Peter’s Parish Sort 
Code 83-06-08  A/C No 10402428 or  
Archdiocese of St Andrews & Edinburgh St Columba’s Parish 
Sort Code 83-06-08 A/C No 10402355 

 
Congratulations to Deacon John 
and Louise on the birth of their 

 granddaughter, Estelle. 

Justice and Peace Announcement: Everything is not 
good. “God looked at everything he has made, and he 
found that it was very good” (Gen. 1:31). He charged 
humans with the responsibility to care for what He had 
made, now the earth “groans in travail” (Rom. 8:22). 
This Season of Creation let us turn to Pope Francis’ en-
cyclical Laudato Sì to learn how we can actively live out 
our responsibility for ‘our common home’. Join weekly 
to zoom meetings Wednesdays at 7:30pm as we discover 
what we can do! Email for info or to join: 
annehavard46@gmail.com or knechtel.laura@gmail.com 

St Columba’s - Appeal from Fr Kevin 

Dear all, at present we are using the 
"fogger" to disinfect the church but it 
causes a sticky residue to build up on 
the benches over time. I would like to  
thoroughly clean the church, i.e.,  
vacuum the carpets and wash down the benches.  
I am proposing that after the 6.30pm Mass on 
Wednesday 7th October we do so. I'd be really  
grateful for volunteers. I will provide gloves and 
cleaning equipment and as you know many hands 
make light work! If you could help please let me 
know.     Fr. Kevin 

If you would like to buy some homemade 
jam please contact Annie Royan at hospital-
ity@stpetersrcchurchedinburgh.org.uk 
All proceeds will go directly to SCIAF 
where they will be matched under the    

   UKAID scheme. 

Thinking about a vocation?   
If you are thinking of a vocation to the priesthood or  
religious life please speak to Fr Kevin or contact Fr Andrew 
Garden, Director of Vocations of the Archdiocese on 0131 
663 4286 or vocatons@staned.org.uk : or contact St Mirjam 
Hugens, Director for Religious Vocations on 0131 623 
8902 or religiousvocations@staned.org.uk 

Please pray for all our seminarians as they prepare to 
return to seminary. 

Next Sunday is World Day of Migrants and Refugees 
Pope Francis has chosen as his theme “Forced like Jesus to 
flee” which focuses on the plight of internally displaced  
people.  In every person forced to flee for safety, Jesus is 
present.  In the face of the hungry, the naked and the desti-
tute refugee and migrant, we are called to see the face of 
Christ who asks for our help. The United Nations Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights enshrines the right for every-
one to seek and enjoy asylum in other countries free from 
persecution.  This right lies at the heart of contemporary 
work in this area.  More information next Sunday. 
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