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29th November  2020 

Waiting for the Lord  
As we begin another liturgical year, we focus on the coming of Christ. We 
wait for his coming in our own lives; we wait for his coming at Christmas; 
and we await his second coming.  
 
In the First Reading, the exiles, freshly returned from Babylon, plead with 
God to return to them to help them rebuild their land. They are weary with 
waiting for him.  
 
The psalmist too pleads with God, ‘the shepherd of Israel’, to come once 
again to help, protect and show his power. 
 In the opening words of his letter to the Corinthians, Paul thanks God for all the graces they have received. He is confident 
that God will keep them faithful while they wait for the Lord Jesus Christ to be fully revealed (Second Reading).  
 
In the Gospel, Jesus clearly warns his disciples to stay awake, to be on their guard, to be like the doorkeeper ... ever alert, 
because he does not know when his master will return. Let us enter this new season with confidence, knowing that the Lord 
will give us, and our world, the graces we need, because ‘God is faithful’.        
             (St Beuno’s Outreach) 

Sunday Mass 
To attend the Vigil Mass or  

Sunday Masses you must book at 
Eventbrite  

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/
o/30753214066 

Booking begins at 12 noon on 
Wednesdays. 

If you don’t have access to the 
website please contact the parish 

secretaries who will book for 
you. 

Please continue to pray for all who are sick, elderly or housebound whether at 
home or in hospital/nursing homes.  We remember especially Christine, Mike, Christopher, Charlie, Michael, 
John, Anthony, Joe Houghton, Patricia Knowles, Andy, and Mairi Bowie.    

Today’s Readings  
 
Isaiah    63:16-17; 64:1,3-8,  
Psalm   79:2-3, 15-16,18-19 
1 Corinthians 1:3-9 
Mark  13:33-37                                     

Saturday 
 

5.30pm 
Vigil  

St Peter’s Joan Mitchell RIP 

Sunday 
 

9.30am 
11.30am 
6.30pm 

St Columba’s 
St Peter’s        
St Columba’s 
 

John Irvine RIP 
John Lugton RIP 
People of the Parishes 

Monday 
St Andrew, Patron of 
Scotland 

6.30pm St Columba’s William Mathieson RIP 

Tuesday  
 

10am St Peter’s Charlotte Claveirole RIP 

Wednesday 
 

6.30pm St Peter’s Molly Tayasuriya RIP 

Thursday 
St Francis Xavier 

10am St Columba’s Sadie Wyper RIP 

Friday 
 

10am St Peter’s John Burns RIP  

Saturday 
 

10am St Columba’s Intentions of Ralph Kennedy (a new 
parishioner to the parishes) 

Celebration of Mass in St Peter’s & St Columba’s   

If you have not booked 
please do not come as you 

may be refused access.  
If you have booked and 

come late your place may 
have been given to  

someone else. 
Book and come on time! 
* Please remember masks must 
cover both nose and mouth * 

Please pray for John Fraser who died recently. John and his wife 
Margaret were active members of St Peter’s for many years.  

We offer Margaret and family our deepest sympathy.  

Year B 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/30753214066
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/30753214066


 

Items for inclusion in next week’s Newsletter to Mary Wastle  447 3442 or wastles@btinternet.com by Thursday evening please. 
St Peter’s website contact Juliet MacKellaig 447 4210 or julietmmackellaig@gmail.com. St Columba’s website contact pclee@sky.com   

* You can find our Privacy Notices on the websites *  
St Peter’s and St Columba’s are parishes of the Archdiocese of St Andrews and Edinburgh, a Charity registered in Scotland - number 

SC008540 

     Confessions 
St Peter’s   Saturdays  4.30-5.15pm 
St Columba’s Sundays 5.30-6.15pm 

  Please send news  of events etc to St Peter’s Parish Secretary, wastles@btinternet.com. 
It is helpful to receive items for publishing by Thursday evening. 

Congratulations to all the children who are making 
their First Holy Communion this weekend.  

Next Saturday more children will celebrate the 
sacrament in St Peter’s Church and on  
Saturday 12 December children in St Colum-
ba’s will also celebrate their First Communion.  
These will be special Masses only for the chil-

dren and their parents/guardians and sadly, we cannot 
join together to celebrate this important event but we 
can pray for all the children and their families. 

Holy Hour/Exposition 
St Columba’s - Holy Hour on Mondays from 5.30pm 
St Peters        - Exposition on Wednesdays from 6pm. 

Sacramental Preparation for those children who  
attend non-denominational schools will begin in  
January 2021. If you would like your child prepared  
for the sacraments please contact Sister Karin:  
sister@stcolumbasrcedinburgh.org.uk   
First Confession (P3), First Holy Communion (P4) 
and Confirmation (P7).  

Sale of Christmas Jars, 28/29th November 
On the first Sunday in Advent over the past few years we 
have held a ”Christmas Fayre” in St Peter’s courtyard. This 
is not possible this year, but after Masses on 28/29   
November we will hold a low-key, socially-distanced sale 
of jams, chutneys, etc, all made from local fruit, for you to 
eat yourselves or use as stocking fillers. 
St Peter’s courtyard will have a couple of tables laden with 
jars, and there will be a self-service “honesty” system, 
where people take what they want, and put their contribu-
tions into the buckets provided – all proceeds will go to our 
Parish SCIAF Project.  If you miss this sale, but would still 
like to buy jars for SCIAF, just contact Annie Royan 
(hospitality@stpetersrcchurchedinburgh.org.uk) for  
details of how to do so. 

St Peter’s Primary School Jute Bags 
The PTA raises funds each year to support the school, pupils and community in a number of ways from  

additional school resources, to  support for families via the Equity Fund.  
Unfortunately this year we have been unable to hold many of the usual fundraising events such 
as our Summer and Christmas fairs.  As an alternative we have produced branded shopping 
bags. These are large shopping bags and have long straps, perfect for over the shoulder, and 
feature the St Peter's Logo on one side. They would also make a great practical Christmas gift 
for friends and family.  Orders can be placed by emailing  ptabagsandtowels@gmail.com.  The 
bags are £5 each or 2 for £9.  The PTA will then contact you to arrange payment and delivery.  

Fresh Start- Food Donations 
St Peter's Parish supports the Fresh Start charity 
with basic household items and food for the newly 
housed homeless.  During the Covid-19 crisis they 
have run a food 'Pantry' where food items can be 
obtained at very low cost or food boxes delivered 
free of charge to those in need.  A box will be 
placed in St Peter’s courtyard throughout Advent to 
receive tinned and non-perishable items which will 
be delivered to Fresh Start for distribution. You are 
asked to try not to bring these donations on  
Saturday/Sunday to avoid congestion and  
maintain social distancing but to drop 
them off at any time during the week.  
This will help to avoid congestion and 
to maintain social distancing.  Your 
donations will be much appreciated. 

Practical Charity 
Archbishop Cushley is encouraging parishes across 
the Archdiocese to do what they can to support 
struggling families this Christmas.  
Instead of special collections it is suggested that 
parishes get involved in  practical acts of charity by 
supporting the SVDP, Food Banks (why not add a 
children’s toy to a supermarket’s donation trolley?) 
and any charities that our local schools may be 
fund-raising for.   On a national and global level it 
is easy to set up a standing order even for a very 
small amount to such charities as Missio, Mary’s 
Meals, SCIAF and Aid to the Church in Need. 
St Peter’s & St Columba’s do support  many of 
these charities and below and overleaf are some 
ways in which we can help. 

Happy St andrew’S day - 30 November! 
St Andrew, you were the first to recognize and follow the Lamb of God.  
As you led your brother St Peter to Christ, so draw us closer to him too.  

Teach us to lead others to him and help us to learn the lesson of the Cross. 

Launch of the Edinburgh Jesuit 
Centre 7.30pm 30 Nov on Zoom  
with Professor Sir Tom Devine 
Login using the link below:                                     
https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/2365092814 or Meeting ID: 236 
509 2814                                            

mailto:julietmmackellaig@gmail.com
mailto:sister@stcolumbasrcedinburgh.org.uk
mailto:hospitality@stpetersrcchurchedinburgh.org.uk
mailto:ptabagsandtowels@gmail.com
https://lauriston.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a3a6372040088755282544c79&id=1e1cc6eb09&e=4ee0f3f89c
https://lauriston.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a3a6372040088755282544c79&id=1e1cc6eb09&e=4ee0f3f89c


 

St Columba’s Virtual Coffee Mornings tak-
ing place after Mass on Sundays from 11.00 
until 11.40.  Please use the following link to 
join and email Steph Mitchell separately for the 
passcode.  https://us04web.zoom.us/j/922094618?
pwd=TDl5T3RINXo3V0swTFZoYVh0dEx1QT09.  
Meeting ID: 922 094 618 

St Columba’s Justice and Peace 100 Club 
Draws continue to take place at the Virtual Coffee 
Mornings and the winners have been given their 
prizes.  Please contact Agnes or Steph for more in-
formation on the winning numbers.  For next year’s 
contributions, some of you may see us at the church 
but for most parishioners, please pay by bank trans-
fer to the following account, putting your own name 
+100 as the reference.   St Columba’s Justice and 
Peace Group, Account number 0103317.   Sort  code 
83 19 19. We need to raise £15 per number per year 
to run the draw, but if you are happy to pay a little 
more, that would help to support our sister parish St 
Peter’s Mbare in Zimbabwe, which is going through 
very tough times.  
Steph Mitchell (steph_mitchell@hotmail.co.uk) and 
Agnes Watson (agnesannwatson@gmail.com  

Thank you to all who are continuing to support our two 
parishes either by Standing Order (which can be ar-
ranged online or in your branch), cheque (St Peter’s 
Parish/St Columba’s Parish)  or cash (either in an enve-
lope through the presbytery door or placed in the Offer-
tory basket which is available after weekend Masses). 
Please consider setting up a Standing Order - 
Archdiocese of St Andrews & Edinburgh St Peter’s Par-
ish Sort Code 83-06-08  A/C No 10402428 or  
Archdiocese of St Andrews & Edinburgh St Columba’s 
Parish Sort Code 83-06-08 A/C No 10402355 

SVDP If you would like to donate to the SVDP to help 
the needy here is how to do it - 
St Columba’s: place donation in an envelope marked 
“SVDP” and post through letterbox at 9 Upper Gray St. 
St Peter’s: likewise an envelope through the presbytery  
letterbox or a donation to the SVDP box in the  
courtyard.  Thank you for your generosity. 

Raise money for the St Peter’s PTA with your Christmas shopping! 
Did you know you can use the Easyfundraising website or app when you shop to raise free donations from 
high street retailers? It only takes a few minutes, simply visit www.easyfundraising.com and search for St 
Peter’s RC Edinburgh and then shop online as normal. A percentage of your spend will automatically be sent 
to our fund. This will be an enormous help to us, at no extra cost to yourself. You can also download the 
Easyfundraising App and simply use that to start your shopping each time. Includes such retailers as Amazon, 
Tesco, Sainsbury’s, Argos and John Lewis. 

The members of the St Peter’s St Vincent de 
Paul Society would like to thank parishioners for 
their kind donations during this last very difficult 
year.  These funds have allowed us to deliver 
food parcels to families in need as well as       
enabling us to continue giving out small food 
parcels and alms throughout the pandemic to our 
regular Sunday morning men and women. We 
continue to support three ‘twin’ conferences in 
India and South Africa and to give financial    
support, if needed, to other conferences in our 
area. We cannot predict what the future will be 
but hope it will not be too long before life gets 
back to some kind of normality and we can     
recommence our visits to care homes and    
housebound parishioners. Thank you once again. 

Can you volunteer to keep St Peter’s Church clean? 
We wish to recruit volunteers to clean the church during 

the current period of coronavirus  restrictions.  
We are looking to form a new rota of 2-person 
teams (any age, male or female, members of 
the Holy Dusters particularly welcome) to 
serve the parish by keeping the church clean 
and tidy.   
The duties are not onerous: 

    - cleaning would be done every two weeks 
    - frequency of service would depend on the number 
 of volunteers recruited 
    -     the work is not heavy – dusting the benches and 
 other surfaces, and hoovering the carpet tiles for 
 which we have just purchased two modern light
 weight, cordless vacuum cleaners 
     - the area to be cleaned is confined to the inner porch 
          and the nave: other arrangements are in place for  
          the Sanctuary, the Sacristy the parish room and the 
 toilets.  
We will make new arrangements when things get back to 
normal! 
If you think you could help, please get in touch with  
Tina O’Donoghue: tel 0131 447 4849; 
email christinaodonoghue@yahoo.co.uk 
 

This Monday - Advent Rosary for Life 
Join with the unborn Christ and His Mother on the 
journey to Bethlehem.   Every Monday in Advent you 
can pray the rosary to prepare for Christmas.   
Registrations now open & you can reserve your spots 
below.  Each event will last about 30 minutes, starting 
at 7pm.  https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/advent-rosary-for-
life-30-november-tickets-129996000537  

Christmas Cards 
There is a limited number of Christmas cards, 
a reproduction of an original card depicting 
Madonna and Child drawn by John Duncan in 

1908  for Father John Gray, founder priest of St  
Peter’s Parish, for sale at £1 each. Proceeds will go to 
St Peter’s Building Fund.  If you are interested please 
contact the Parish Secretary (who also has Mass 
Cards and Mass Intention Envelopes). 

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/922094618?pwd=TDl5T3RINXo3V0swTFZoYVh0dEx1QT09
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/922094618?pwd=TDl5T3RINXo3V0swTFZoYVh0dEx1QT09
mailto:steph_mitchell@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:agnesannwatson@gmail.com
http://www.easyfundraising.com
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/advent-rosary-for-life-30-november-tickets-129996000537
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/advent-rosary-for-life-30-november-tickets-129996000537


 

 
  

 
 

Munro walking with Sister Helen – take your family up Arthur’s Seat.  

Sister Helen, Janet Katamba, Catherine Edington and John Byrne are all walking.  

You may have seen the photo of John in his garden.  

Fr Kevin, Liz and Tony Brown, Agatha Kai-Kai, Caroline Moffat, Rosella and her son 
Gianluca are among the climbers.  

All those named would appreciate parish sponsorship.  

We still need people who will help Sister Helen ‘do’ all the Munros before Christmas, either by walking 
on the flat, or by climbing Arthur’s Seat. Why not take your family? COVID restrictions allow 2      
households of up to 6 people to meet outside, so you could make it a social occasion. Even fairly young 
children can be persuaded to climb with the help of a bag of sweets!                  

If 6 people climb together they account for 6 Munros. 

These are the names of the second batch of Munros to be climbed:-  

Sgurr Eilde Mor   Binnein Beag   Binnein Mor   Na Gruagaichean      An Gearanac 
Stob Coire a’Chairn  Am Bodach    Sgor an Iubhair        Sgurr a’Mhaim     Stob Ban    
Mullach nan Coirean  Ben Nevis                        Carn Mor Dearg   Aonach Mor     Aonach Beag 2 
Sgurr Choinnich  Mor     Chno Dearg    Stob Coire Easain   Stob Coire Claurigh  Stob Ban              
Beinn na Lap   Carn Dearg    Sgor   Gaibhre  Beinn Eibhinn           Geal-Charn 3 
Stob Coire an Laoigh  Bheinn Bheoil  Ben Alder                        Beinn a’Chlachair      Creag Pitridh 
Sgairneach Mhor  Lochnagar                        Beinn Udlamain   A’Mharconaich      Meall Chuaich 
Carn na Caim                  An Sgarsoch    Beinn a’ Ghlo   Carn an Fhidleir      Beinn Dearg          
Carn a’Chlamain   Carn Liath    Carn nan Gabhar   Glas Tulaichean         Carn an Righ 
Beinn Iutharn Mhor  Carn Bhac    An Socach                        Carn a’Gheoidh      Carn Aosda 
The Cairnwell   Glas Maol                         Creag Leacach   Cairn of Claise      Carn an Tuire 
Cairn Bannoch        Tom Buidhe   Tolmount    Broad Cairn      Mayar           
White Mounth   Driesh   A’Bhuidheanach Bheag   Stob a’Choire Mheadhoin               
Na Gruagaichean   Braigh Coire Cruinn-bhalgain                                   Stob Coire Sgriodain  

Individual walkers can collect sponsor money or donations, or any parishioner can contrib-
ute. For contributions on-line go to https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/helen-
mclaughlin10 Cheques should be made out to St Columba’s RC Church, Justice &Peace. 
Cash or cheques should be put in an envelope, clearly marked “Sister Helen”, given to Fr 
Kevin or Fr Kingsley, or delivered to one of the parish  houses. All the money goes to Sis-
ter Helen’s charity Edinburgh16+.   More about that next week.  

The Advent Wreath is an old custom. Whether you are on your own or surrounded by family 
why not make one for your home this Advent? You will need some kind of circular base (a wire 
coat-hanger will do), some evergreen foliage, three purple candles, one pink candle, one white 
candle (optional). If you wish to add ribbons, feel free to do so. Say a 
prayer and light one of the candles each Sunday in Advent, gradually 
building up the light as Christ's coming draws nearer 
 
Each day, light your candle, sit quietly and pray: 
 

Advent Week 1 
Dear Father, as I begin this season of Advent, may I begin it in the spirit of complete trust and 

confidence in you and your guidance in my life. Give me the courage to place my whole life, 

my relationships and my behaviour into your hands. 


