
 

 

 

 

The week ahead 28 September—5 October 2025  

Items for inclusion in the Newsletter to Sharon Kedney at office.stpeteredinburgh@staned.org.uk by Wednesday evening 

please. St Peter’s website contact Juliet MacKellaig at julietmmackellaig@gmail.com. * You can find our Privacy Notices on the 

websites * The Newsletter is posted on the parish websites * St Peter’s and St Columba’s are parishes of the Archdiocese of St 

Andrews and Edinburgh, a Charity registered in Scotland—number SC008540 

Young Adults' Talk Series at the Cathedral  
 
• Starts Tuesday 16 September, weekly until 

Tuesday 25 November 
 
• What the Church teaches on crucial issues from 

the time of Pope Leo XIII to our present Pope Leo 
XIV 

 
• All talks start at 7.30pm in the Cathedral rooms of 

St Mary's Cathedral, located at 63 York Place, 
Edinburgh. Talks for ages 18-40 

 
• Concludes with Confessions/Night Prayer and 

refreshments. For more information contact 
frrobert@stmaryscathedral.co.uk 

 
• See https://archedinburgh.org/event/young-

adults-talk-series-at-the-cathedral/2025-09-30/   
 

Bishops’ Committee for Interreligious Dialogue. Nostra 
Aetate 60th Anniversary Conference: 18th October 
2025.  
 
Interreligious Dialogue in a time of Conflict. Conforti 
Institute, Calder Avenue, Coatbridge. 10am-
4pm.Refreshments on arrival & Lunch £10. For more 
information or to reserve your place please contact 
joseph.sikora@bcos.org.uk  

Date Church Time Feast Mass intention 

Saturday 27 September 
Vigil 

St Peter’s 
St Peter’s 

12 noon 
5.30pm 

St Vincent De Paul 
26th Sunday of the Year 

Dorothy Rose Gilhooly RIP 

Sunday 28 September St Columba’s 
St Peter’s 
St Columba’s 

9.30am 
11.30am 
6.30pm 

26th Sunday of the Year Elizabeth Gardner RIP 
People of the Parishes 

Monday 29 September St Peter’s 9.30am SS Michael, Gabriel, Raphael  

Tuesday 30 September St Columba’s 9.30am St Jerome Rustico Rodil, Josefina & Andrequita 
Evangelista RIP 

Wednesday 1 October St Peter’s 9.30am* St. Therese of the Child Jesus Dorothy Rose Gilhooly RIP 

Thursday 2 October St Columba’s 9.30am The Holy Guardian Angels  

Friday 3 October St Peter’s 9.30am 26th Week of the Year Peter Harrower RIP 

Saturday 4 October 
Vigil 

St Peter’s 
St Peter’s 

12 noon 
5.30pm 

St Francis of Assis 
27th Sunday of the Year 

Dorothy Rose Gilhooly RIP 
Diane Richardson RIP 

Sunday 5 October St Columba’s 
St Peter’s 
St Columba’s 

9.30am 
11.30am 
6.30pm 

27th Sunday of the Year People of the Parishes 

Confessions:  
 
St Peter’s: Saturday 11-1145am (during Adoration) and 
4.30-515pm.  
St Columba’s: Sunday 6-615pm 
 
Adoration: St Peter’s: Saturday 11am    
 

Sunday 28 September readings: page 143 
 
First reading: Amos 6: 1a 4-7 
Psalm: 146  (145): 6c-7 8-9a 9b-10. R. 1b 
Response: My soul give praise to the Lord 
Second reading: 1 Timothy 6: 11-16 
Gospel: Luke 16:  19-31 

Scan to make donations 
St Peter’s      St. Columba’s 

 

 

 

St Columba’s and St Peter’s, Edinburgh 
26th Sunday of the Year —Year C   
28 September—5 October 2025  

Parish Priest: Canon Kenneth Owens  
frkenneth.owens@staned.org.uk  0131 447 2502 

Assistant Priest: Father Daniel Magaji  
FrDaniel.Magaji@staned.org.uk  0131 447 2502 

St Peter’s: 77 Falcon Avenue EH10 4AN;  www.stpeterrcchurchedinburgh.org.uk 
St Columba’s: 9 Upper Gray Street EH9 1SN; www.stcolumbasrcedinburgh.org.uk 

Deacon: Rev John E Smith: johnesmith@blueyonder.co.uk 
Parish Secretaries:  

St Peter’s: Sharon Kedney Office.stpeteredinburgh@staned.org.uk  (10-1 Thursdays) 
St Columba’s: Sr Karin: sister@stcolumbasrcedinburgh.org.uk  

St. Columba’s Hall hire: 
James Meehan: Jamesmeehan50@gmail com  

For convenience, I refer to the rich man as Dives. 
Nowhere in the parable is it suggested that Dives 
wealth is ill gotten or that Lazarus is a victim of 
his oppression.  
 
What then is his sin? His sin consists in the fact 
that, cushioned by a lavish lifestyle, he is 
oblivious to the presence of a poor man at his 
gate.  
 
Dives was a worldling who didn't look beyond the 
good things of his life. This is a parable about the 
responsibility of wealth. Some of the harshest 
words in the Bible are directed at the uncaring 
rich.  
 
Lazarus was rewarded, not for his poverty, but 
because God is the vindicator of the poor. 
 
Flor McCarthy SDB 

Canon Kenneth writes … from Rome  
 
For a few days this week (I will be back on Thursday) I am visiting the General House of the Pallottines in Rome.  
 
Founded by St Vincent Pallotti the priest and sisters are partners with the laity furthering the mission of the Church 
to renew faith and rekindle love.  They work in all five continents mainly supporting Polish communities that live 
abroad in over forty countries. 
 
Fr. Zenon Hanas, the Polish Superior General,  recently visited Edinburgh, and invited me to spend some time with 
them in the Jubilee of hope year.  While in Rome I will be praying for the intentions of all the parishioners. 
 
As yet I have not had the opportunity to study Pope Leo XIV's diary for that week but if I get the chance to go along 
to an audience with him I will certainly try my best! 
 

https://archedinburgh.org/series/young-adults-talk-series-at-the-cathedral/
https://archedinburgh.org/event/young-adults-talk-series-at-the-cathedral/2025-09-30/
https://archedinburgh.org/event/young-adults-talk-series-at-the-cathedral/2025-09-30/


 

 

 

This Week in our Parishes …   
 
Sunday 28 September 26th Sunday of the Year —Year C 
    Children’s Liturgy at both morning Masses today  
    Teas and coffees after morning Mass in each Parish   
     At St. Columba’s today we welcome Fr. Daniel, celebrating his arrival and his  
     second Ordination anniversary with cake alongside our usual teas and coffees* 
    10.30-11.30 St. Columba’s: Sister Karin’s Sacramental Preparation group for First   
    Confession  
    1-5pm, St. Peter’s taking part in Open Doors event. All Welcome!** 
 
Monday 29   7.30pm, RCIA meeting, St. Peter's Parish room 
 
Tuesday 30    Teas and coffees after Mass at St. Columba’s 
 
Wednesday 1   St. Peter’s Mass reverts back to 09.30am until the Spring  
 
Thursday 2    7pm, St. Peter's Parish Pastoral Council, Parish room 
 
Sunday 5 October   27th Sunday of the Year —Year C 
    Children’s Liturgy at both morning Masses today  
    10.30 St. Columba’s: Sister Karin’s Sacramental Preparation groups for First   
    Confession, First Communion and Confirmation 
    Teas and coffees after morning Mass in each Parish    

Congratulations to Elliott Alexander Andreas, Baptised 
on Saturday at St. Peter's. 
 
*Today after 09.30am Mass at St. Columba’s 
Parishioners will welcome Fr. Daniel and celebrate both 
his arrival and the second anniversary of his Ordination 
with cake to accompany teas and coffees.  Please join us.  
All welcome.  
 
Sacramental preparation classes start TODAY Sunday 
28 September. For children attending non-Catholic 
schools (in P3, P4 and P7 in September 2025). Classes 
will be on Sunday mornings 10.30-11.30 in St. Columba’s 
Halls every 2-3 weeks. 1st Confession (P3), 1st Holy 
Communion (P4) and Confirmation (P7-S1). For 
information and registration please contact Sister 
Karin: sister@stcolumbasrcedinburgh.org.uk  
 
Outreach Group—World Day of Migrants and Refugees. 
This Sunday we are marking World Day of Migrants and 
Refugees. We, in St Peter’s, are very fortunate to have a 
congregation which includes many who have who settled 
in Edinburgh from other parts of the world. They give a 
tremendous amount of their time and support to parish 
life and to our city. Both would be the poorer without 
them. At mass every Sunday we have evidence of this. 
 
Congratulations Fr. Daniel - as he celebrates the  second 
anniversary of his Ordination on Monday 29 September.   

Last week’s second collections at St. Peter’s raised 
£1081.36 for Fr. Kingsley’s work in the seminary in 
Nigeria where he is a Professor of Metaphysics.  Fr. 
Kingsley thanks the parishioners of both St. Columba’s 
and St. Peter’s for their generous and thoughtful 
donations. 
 
RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults). Four new 
candidates have indicated an interest in coming to our 
first meeting tomorrow Monday 29 September, 7.30pm, 
St. Peter’s Parish room. Anyone else interested in 
finding out more about the catholic faith contact Canon 
Owens or Derek Buglass (derek.buglass13@gmail.com) 
to register interest.  
 
Wednesday Mass at St. Peter’s: from Wednesday 1 
October this Mass will move to a morning Mass at 09.30, 
until the Spring.  
 
Outreach Group Fairtrade Fortnight. We are in the 
middle of Fairtrade Fortnight. As a Fairtrade Parish we 
use products that carry the Fairtrade logo. As 
parishioners we can, by buying Fairtrade goods, help 
those in the Global South earn: fairer prices, have better 
working conditions and the power  to shape their future. 
 
 
 

Doors Open Day: TODAY Sunday, 28 September 1-5pm, St. Peter’s** 
We will showcase our beautiful church.  

Last year it was a great success with over 200 visitors.  
It will be a real parish event with guided tours, a rolling slideshow, an I-Spy trail for younger visitors, a produce stall 

for SCIAF, and refreshments available.  
Please come along and bring your friends. 

 

 

 

Reflection 
Mother Teresa said: 
`The greatest evil in the world today. 
Is the terrible indifference towards one's neighbour, 
which is so widespread.’ 
Lord, save us from the scourge of indifference. 
Open our hearts when they are closed, 
soften them when they are hard, 
and warm them when they are cold, 
so that we may listen to the cries of the needy,  
and bear the fruits of love. 

Over the four weeks of September we reflect on some of 
the input that Cardinal Timothy Radcliff made in 
preparation for the Synod.  Fourth and final part today. 

 

Authority 
 

• Jesus’ authority was revealed through the prism of 
his glory and the witness of Moses and Elijah. 

• In the Trinity, there is no rivalry beauty opens our 
imagination to the transcendent 

• How can we draw people to the One who is the 
Truth if we are not truthful about ourselves? 

• A synod is like an orchestra, with different musical 
instruments having their own music. 

• The Spirit is in each of us, leading us together into 
all truth. 

• Can we challenge each other with such gentle and 
tender truthfulness? 

• The Holy Spirit sometimes kicks us out of the nest 
and bids us fly! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Question and reflection thought 
Have you the courage to go up onto the mountain of the 
Lord? 
 

Go into the world and proclaim 
the Good 

News! 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Timothy Radcliff, Listening together.  Meditations on synodality, Liturgical Press, 2024 

Approaching Advent. A Retreat in Daily Life 
Opening Session: 26 October, 5.30pm 
Closing Session: 30 November, 5.30pm 
 
Explore the profound presence of God in every aspect of 
your life. From the bustling city streets to the quiet mo-
ments of  solitude. Through prayer, meditation and re-
flection, uncover the sacredness within the ordinary and 
deepen your connection to the Divine.  

Pray Daily/Meet Weekly.  
Cost: £55.  
For more information email: ejcre-
treats@jesuit.org.uk 
To apply scan the QR code below. 
 
Facilitated in collaboration with Edin-
burgh Jesuit Church and the Epiphany 
Group 


