
 

 

 

 

The week ahead 5—12 October 2025  

Items for inclusion in the Newsletter to Sharon Kedney at office.stpeteredinburgh@staned.org.uk by Wednesday evening 

please. St Peter’s website contact Juliet MacKellaig at julietmmackellaig@gmail.com. * You can find our Privacy Notices on the 

websites * The Newsletter is posted on the parish websites * St Peter’s and St Columba’s are parishes of the Archdiocese of St 

Andrews and Edinburgh, a Charity registered in Scotland—number SC008540 

Young Adults' Talk Series at the Cathedral (ages 18-40) 
 
Starts Tuesday 16 September, weekly until Tuesday 25 
November. Talks start 7.30pm in the Cathedral rooms,  
St Mary's Cathedral, 63 York Place, Edinburgh.  
• What the Church teaches on crucial issues from the 

time of Pope Leo XIII to our present Pope Leo XIV 
• Concludes with Confessions/Night Prayer and 

refreshments. For more information contact 
frrobert@stmaryscathedral.co.uk 

• See https://archedinburgh.org/event/young-adults-
talk-series-at-the-cathedral/2025-09-30/   

 
 
Bishops’ Committee for Interreligious Dialogue. Nostra 
Aetate 60th Anniversary Conference: 18 October 2025 
 
Interreligious Dialogue in a time of Conflict. Conforti 
Institute, Calder Avenue, Coatbridge. 10 - 4pm. 
Refreshments on arrival & Lunch £10.  For information/ 
reserve a place contact joseph.sikora@bcos.org.uk  
 

Approaching Advent: A Retreat in Daily Life 
 
Opening Session 26 October 5.30pm, closing Session: 30 
November 5.30pm. Pray Daily/Meet Weekly. 
Explore the profound presence of God in every aspect of 
your life. From the bustling city streets to 
the quiet moments of  solitude. Through 
prayer, meditation and reflection, uncover 
the sacredness within the ordinary and 
deepen your connection to the Divine.  
Cost: £55.  To apply scan the QR code. 
For more information email: ejcretreats@jesuit.org.uk 
Facilitated in collaboration with Edinburgh Jesuit Church 
and the Epiphany Group. 

Date Church Time Feast Mass intention 

Saturday 4 October 
Vigil 

St Peter’s 
St Peter’s 

12 noon 
5.30pm 

St Francis of Assis 
27th Sunday of the Year 

 
Diane Richardson RIP 

Sunday 5 October St Columba’s 
St Peter’s 
St Columba’s 

9.30am 
11.30am 
6.30pm 

27th Sunday of the Year People of the Parishes 

Monday 6 October St Peter’s 9.30am 27th Week of the Year  

Tuesday 7 October St Columba’s 9.30am Our Lady of the Rosary Margaret Healy & Lily Loftus RIP 

Wednesday 8 October St Peter’s 9.30am 27th Week of the Year John Bernard RIP 

Thursday 9 October St Columba’s 9.30am St John Henry Newman Mary Kai-Bangura RIP  

Friday 10 October St Peter’s 9.30am 27th Week of the Year  

Saturday 11 October 
Vigil 

St Peter’s 
St Peter’s 

12 noon 
5.30pm 

27th Week of the Year 
28th Sunday of the Year 

 

Sunday 12 October St Columba’s 
St Peter’s 
St Columba’s 

9.30am 
11.30am 
6.30pm 

28th Sunday of the Year  
Dorothy Adam RIP 
People of the Parishes 

Confessions:  
 
St Peter’s: Saturday 11-1145am (during Adoration) and 
4.30-515pm.  
St Columba’s: Sunday 6-615pm 
 
Adoration: St Peter’s: Saturday 11am    
 

Sunday 5 October readings: page 146 
 
First reading: Habakkuk 1: 2-3 2: 2-4 
Psalm: 95 (94): 1-2, 6-7b, 7c-9, R7c 8a 
Response: O that today you would listen to his voice! 
`Harden not your hearts.’ 
Second reading: 2 Timothy 1: 6-8, 13-14 
Gospel: Luke 16:  19-31 

Scan to make donations 
St Peter’s      St. Columba’s 

 

 

 

St Columba’s and St Peter’s, Edinburgh 
27th Sunday of the Year —Year C   

5—12 October 2025  

Parish Priest: Canon Kenneth Owens  
frkenneth.owens@staned.org.uk  0131 447 2502 

Assistant Priest: Father Daniel Magaji  
FrDaniel.Magaji@staned.org.uk  0131 447 2502 

St Peter’s: 77 Falcon Avenue EH10 4AN;  www.stpeterrcchurchedinburgh.org.uk 
St Columba’s: 9 Upper Gray Street EH9 1SN; www.stcolumbasrcedinburgh.org.uk 

Deacon: Rev John E Smith: johnesmith@blueyonder.co.uk 
Parish Secretaries:  

St Peter’s: Sharon Kedney Office.stpeteredinburgh@staned.org.uk  (10-1 Thursdays) 
St Columba’s: Sr Karin: sister@stcolumbasrcedinburgh.org.uk  

St. Columba’s Hall hire: 
James Meehan: Jamesmeehan50@gmail com  

Here Jesus says that a grain of authentic faith (perfect trust in God) can achieve great things. The saying about 
the uprooting of a tree is not to be taken in the literal sense. It is a vivid Eastern mode of expression, which 
means that with faith what looks impossible can become possible. 
 
The parable of the Unprofitable Servant (`slave’) would have shocked Jesus’ hearers. A slave had no claim to 
either wages or thanks from his master, irrespective of how well he might have served him.  
 
At the time of Jesus, Judaism was dominated by 
the notion of merit - God `owed’ salvation to 
humans in return for keeping the Law. Jesus 
rejects this, and emphasises God's sheer goodness. 
The disciples must not claim a reward for doing 
what God expects of them. They must never forget 
that they are only servants. 
 
Flor McCarthy SDB 

Canon Kenneth writes … 
 
As many of you know I had the opportunity to be in Rome last week and was able to take part in some of the 
Jubilee of Hope celebrations that were taking place. 
 
• Monday I visited the basilica of St. Mary Major and prayed for both St. Columba's and St. Peter's parishes. I 

visited the tomb of Pope Frances and I took some time to reflect on the hopes for the Jubilee Year.  Pope 
Clement VIII is also buried there who was the founder of the Scots College in 1600. 

 
• Tuesday was a trip out to St. Paul's Outside The Walls which was extremely busy. Unknown to me the 

Archdiocese of Glasgow was in one of the side chapels celebrating Mass. It was an opportunity also to visit the 
Scots College community which is living in the Beda College for the moment as they look for new property in 
Rome. We offered our prayers for the 14 seminarians who will soon return to Rome for another year of study. 

 
• Wednesday was the Papal Audience with Pope Leo XIV.  Over nine different languages he gave a catechesis on 

the importance of Holy Saturday and Christian belief. In the afternoon I managed to book a slot to visit St. 
Peter's basilica and walk with fellow pilgrims in prayer and hope.  

https://archedinburgh.org/series/young-adults-talk-series-at-the-cathedral/
https://archedinburgh.org/event/young-adults-talk-series-at-the-cathedral/2025-09-30/
https://archedinburgh.org/event/young-adults-talk-series-at-the-cathedral/2025-09-30/


 

 

 

This Week in our Parishes …   
 
Sunday 5 October   27th Sunday of the Year —Year C 
    Children’s Liturgy at both morning Masses today  
    10.30 St. Columba’s: Sister Karin’s Sacramental Preparation groups for  
    First Confession, First Communion and Confirmation 
    Teas and coffees after morning Mass in each Parish 
 
Monday 6   7.30pm, RCIA meeting, St. Peter's Parish room 
 
Tuesday 7    Teas and coffees after Mass at St. Columba’s 
    *7pm, St. Columba’s: `Pray and Act for Gaza `Light a prayer for peace’, Church open 6pm 
 
Wednesday 8   St. Peter’s Mass has moved back to 09.30am until the Spring  
 
Sunday 12 October  28th Sunday of the Year —Year C 
    Teas and coffees after morning Mass in each Parish    

St. Peter’s participation in the Open Doors event last 
Sunday was very well attended, raising £450 for SCIAF. It 
was incredible to see wave after wave of visitors arrive: 
122 in total. Thank you to Mark Dorrian and the 
volunteers who gave their time - greeting visitors, creating 
delicious home-baking, serving refreshments, running 
tours and sharing information about our Church, making 
this such a successful, collaborative Parish event.  
 
Sacramental preparation classes for children attending 
non-Catholic schools (in P3, P4 and P7 in September 
2025). Classes are on Sunday mornings 10.30-11.30 in St. 
Columba’s Halls every 2-3 weeks. 1st Confession (P3), 
1st Holy Communion (P4) and Confirmation (P7-S1). For 
information and registration please contact Sister 
Karin: sister@stcolumbasrcedinburgh.org.uk 
 
RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults). Six new 
candidates attended our first meeting last Monday. 
Anyone else interested in finding out more about the 
catholic faith and joining our weekly RCIA meetings please 
contact Canon Owens or Derek Buglass 
(derek.buglass13@gmail.com) to register interest.  
 
*Justice & Peace Scotland invites you to `Pray and Act for 
Gaza’ as we approach two years of war in the Holy Land. 
7pm, Tuesday 7 October, St. Columba’s. Please come if 
you can, and take some time to offer prayers even if you 
can't. The church will be open for private prayer from 
6pm.  You can also sign a petition to be sent to our local 
MPs - a letter is available to read at the back of the church 
and there will be a separate sheet to add your signature. 
 
Wednesday Mass at St. Peter’s: a reminder this Mass has 
moved back to a morning Mass at 09.30, until the Spring. 

Piano wanted for the St. Peter’s Saturday Vigil Church 
music group. If you have a piano you don’t need and that 
is in good condition please message Antonia on 07766 424 
472.  The St. Peter’s Saturday Vigil music group would also 
love to welcome new members - again please contact 
Antonia if interested.   
 
Saturday 18 October 10.00 for 10.30 in the Middle Hall. 
Biddy Kelly,, Managing Director of the Edinburgh based 
charity Fresh Start, will discuss how they continue to help 
formerly homeless people establish themselves in their 
new homes. Admission is, as always, free. Voluntary 
collection for Fresh Start at the end. 
 
The Open Door is holding its monthly Coffee & Cake for a 
donation on Wednesday 8 October, 10.30am to 4pm. All 
donations will go towards the day service transport costs. 

 
 
Assisted suicide bill in the Scottish Parliament. The Bill 
passed its first stage earlier this year but the support can 
be overturned. You can contact your local MSP  
Daniel.Johnson.msp@parliment.scot to talk to them about 
the dangers of the Bill and urge them to vote against it at 
Stage 3. 
 
Curry Night for Mary's Meals Friday 7 November in the 
newly renovated Main Hall. Meal plus complimentary 
glass of wine/soft drink. Tickets available at the back of 
church after October Sunday masses, via  
stc-jp@hotmail.com or by talking to any Justice & Peace 
committee member. Adults £20, Children under 12 £10, 
Family tickets available at £50. Donations for Mary's Meals 
very welcome if you can't make it! 

Homelessness Sunday 5 October: donations needed 
 
`Fresh start’ helping people make a home for themselves. 
This Christian charity was set up in 1999 by a group of 
Edinburgh churches to try to eradicate homelessness. St. 
Peter’s has been involved for over 20 years. The charity 
make up `starter packs’ of household items (cutlery, 
dishes, pots and pans) from pre-used and new donations. 
Anyone can become homeless, a job lost meaning rent 

and mortgage not paid, abusive relationships, family 
breakdown - can lead to sleeping on the street or in 
hostels. Your donations can turn an empty house into a 
home.  
 
There is always a need for starter packs, cleaning 
materials, toiletries and non-perishable food. Donations 
are gratefully received and can be placed in the large box 
at the back of the church. Thank you for your generosity. 

 

 

 

Prayer 
 
Lord, grant us a strong and courageous faith, 
a faith that burns brightly even in times of darkness, 
A faith that doesn't falter even when there are no miracles or happy endings, 
A Good Friday faith that trusts in the dawn of Easter, 
A faith rooted in your love for us and that expresses itself in love for others. 

The Catholic Church in Scotland has joined with the 
Church of Scotland to release a statement on Gaza. 
 
The statement is signed by Bishop John Keenan, President 
of the Catholic Bishops' Conference of Scotland, and the 
Rt Rev Rosie Frew, Moderator of the General Assembly of 
the Church of Scotland. 
 
We unite to ask for the immediate cessation of violence 
and the relief of the suffering of the people in Gaza, and 
echo the words of Pope Leo in calling for "a ceasefire, for 
the release of the hostages, for a negotiated diplomatic 
solution, and for full respect for international 
humanitarian law." 
 
In reaffirming the "inviolable dignity" of each person 
made in the image of God, he reaffirms that 
understanding which we hold in common and speaks of a 
dignity that deserves to be "respected and protected". 
 
We are deeply conscious of the extent to which that 
human dignity has been violated and that both young and 
old, strong and vulnerable, are all alike exposed to the 
threat of death and destruction. 

In the light of this, we call for the release of the hostages 
taken on 7 October 2023 and an immediate ceasefire for 
the sake of all. 
 
Further, we call for all parties to unite in the provision of 
humanitarian aid and, while recognising the extreme 
difficulties faced by all agencies in this regard, we ask 
that, as a matter of urgency, an accord be reached which 
would enable such provision to be made. 
 
We are especially conscious of the perilous situation 
faced by the Christian church in Gaza, and we pray for 
those who in their suffering continue to bear witness to 
the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. We urge the United 
Kingdom Government to recognise the State of Palestine 
and call upon the Government to now fulfil its stated 
intention to do so, and thereafter to join the international 
community in seeking to establish a viable State within 
Gaza and the West Bank. 
 
We recall that the Vatican recognised the State of 
Palestine in May 2015 and we join with all those who 
affirm the right of self-determination by the Palestinian 
people.  

An interview with Fr Daniel Magaji  
 
What were your first thoughts when you heard you 
were coming to Edinburgh? 
I feel happy in coming to Edinburgh that I will have a new 
orientation about life. For me it is a chance to expose me 
to the world beyond the confines of Nigeria. I will be 
living in another culture and will have the opportunity to 
grow. 
 
Tell us a little about your background? 
I was born in the Plateau states in Nigeria. The coolest 
part of Nigeria! I am the third of six siblings and both my 
parents are alive. For schooling I was in Plateau state in 
Jos. I continued to high schools also in Jos. Then for 
seminary I was sent to St. Augustine's Major Seminary in 
Jos. When I began, there were 406 students in the 
seminary. In my class in first year there were 106 
classmates. 
 
What was seminary training like? 
We began with the Spiritual Year, which was a year of 
discernment and not an academic year. This was then 
followed by three years of philosophy. Now it was time 
for the pastoral year: that took place in three phases: at 
St. John the Evangelist Cathedral, Bauchi, in a village 
parish called St. Thomas and at the Pastoral Social Centre 
where I worked as an accountant. Theology began in 
2019 and took four years.  
 

In 2023 I was ordained a deacon on the feast of the 
Epiphany. Then followed priestly ordination on 29 
September 2023. 
 
Recently you celebrated your second anniversary of 
ordination. What have been important moments in your 
ministry so far? 
• The joy from the celebration of the Sacraments 
• Being there for the people to feel happy and fulfilled 
 
What are you looking forward to most about being in 
our two parishes? 
• To having a good time with people 
• To learning more of the Scottish culture 
• An opportunity for me to grow 
• Being here with educated people – an opportunity to 

build my own education 
• Being grateful for the faith that the Scottish 

missionaries brough to Bauchi - for faith, amenities 
and education 

 
What differences do you notice between here and 
Nigeria? 
Well in Nigeria we have longer liturgies. Here liturgy is 
straightforward and simple in its expression. I am missing 
the drums and the dancing! Here we have the organ and 
musical instruments to help make the liturgy beautiful.  
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