The week ahead 19—26 October 2025

Date Church Time Feast Mass intention

' : -“.l-
Saturday 18 October St Peter’s 12 noon |St. Luke
Vigil St Peter’s 5.30pm | 29th Sunday of the Year

Sunday 19 October St Columba’s [9.30am [ 29th Sunday of the Year Patrick Maher
St Peter’s 11.30am People of the Parishes
St Columba’s | 6.30pm

Monday 20 October St Peter’s 9.30am | 29th Week of the Year Special intention

Tuesday 21 October St Columba’s |9.30am | 29th Week of the Year Mary Smith RIP anniversary
Wednesday 22 October St Peter’s 9.30am* | 29th Week of the Year

Thursday 23 October St Columba’s |9.30am | 29th Week of the Year Maree O'Dowd RIP

Friday 24 October St Peter’s 9.30am |29th Week of the Year

Saturday 25 October St Peter’s 12 noon |29th Week of the Year

Vigil St Peter’s 5.30pm | 30th Sunday of the Year

Sunday 26 October St Columba’s |9.30am | 30th Sunday of the Year Brian Hutton RIP

St Peter’s 11.30am
St Columba’s | 6.30pm

People of the Parishes

Confessions: Sunday 19 October readings: page 152

St Peter’s: Saturday 11-1145am (during Adoration) and First reading: Exodus 17: 8-13

4.30-515pm. Psalm: 121 (120): 1-2 3-45-6 7-8 Rcf 2

St Columba’s: Sunday 6-615pm Response: Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made
heaven and earth

Adoration: St Peter’s: Saturday 11am Second reading: 2 Timothy 3: 14-4:2

Approaching Advent: A Retreat in Daily Life. Want to know how to hear God's voice more clearly?
Opening session 26 October 5.30pm, closing session: 30 God’s invitation to relationship - 6 week prayer course
November 5.30pm. online introducing people to ways of praying from

the Epiphany Group. Supporting you in a deeper prayer life
through facilitators’ input (trained spiritual directors);
guided prayer experience; sharing.

Participants have said: 'l am forever changed due to the
course and very excited to grow deeper in my spirituality

Pray Daily/Meet Weekly.

Explore the profound presence of God in
every aspect of your life. From the bustling
city streets to the quiet moments of

solitude. Through prayer, meditation and through prayer’.

reflection, uncover the sacredness within Course dates: Wednesdays 7pm- 8.30/9pm GMT; (Zooming
the ordinary and deepen your connection to the Divine. from Scotland) 5, 12, 19,26 Nov and 3, 10 Dec. Flyers at
Cost: £55. To apply scan the QR code. the back of the church. Scan to make donations

For more information email: ejcretreats@jesuit.org.uk Course is offered free by St Peter’s  St. Columba’s

Facilitated in collaboration with Edinburgh Jesuit Church the Epiphany Group of

and the Epiphany Group. Spiritual Directors. To
register and for more
information email
www.epiphanygroup.org.uk

Reflection
| am neither a man of letters nor of science, but | humbly claimed to be a man of prayer.
It is prayer that has saved my life. Prayer is the key to each morning, and the lock to each evening. It is a sacred alliance
between God and us.
Let everyone try this experience, and they will find that daily prayer will add something new to their lives, something
which cannot be found elsewhere.
Mahatma Gandhi

St Columba’s and St Peter’s, Edinburgh
29th Sunday of the Year —Year C
19—26 October 2025
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In the parable of the unjust judge, Jesus exhorts his disciples to
pray continually and never to lose heart. The judge is
approached by a widow - she represents the powerless ones. It is
presumed that she has right on her side. But the judge is not
interested in the rights of a penniless widow. If he is to intervene
it must be worth his while. However when she persists in her
plea, he finally relents, but only to get rid of her.

The message is intended for the disciples who are faced with
suffering and persecution. If an amoral judge can be moved by
the persistent pleading of a widow, how much more will God see
justice done for his faithful ones who cry out to him continually.
The only question is: will they be found capable of confident and
persevering prayer, or will they throw the towel in and
abandoned the faith - just because their prayer isn't answered immediately?

Flor McCarthy SDB
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Canon Kenneth writes ...

Over the last months in Rome there have been many gatherings of different groups from all over the world to pray
with Pope Leo. Last week it was the turn for the Jubilee of Conserated Life and the new evangelisation. The
booklet for the celebrations is available at iubilaeum2025.va. Here is one extract:

TESTIMONY ON MISSION

For me, mission was not first and foremost about doing, but letting myself be transformed. | learned to move from
large works to small gestures, from numbers to individual people. In the faces | met every day | discovered the
living presence of God. | shared bread with those who were hungry, and silence with those who were in pain.
Mission taught me that true strength comes from fragility.

With children, with the sick, with prisoners... there | learned hope.

We are not sent to change the world with our plans, but to protect the life we have been given.

Mission is relationship: welcoming, listening, accompanying.

It's learning to live as sisters and brothers, beyond our differences.

And every day | can say: my life doesn’t just have a mission, my life is mission.

Items for inclusion in the Newsletter to Sharon Kedney at office.stpeteredinburgh@staned.org.uk by Wednesday evening
please. St Peter’s website contact Juliet MacKellaig at julietmmackellaig@gmail.com. * You can find our Privacy Notices on the
websites * The Newsletter is posted on the parish websites * St Peter’s and St Columba’s are parishes of the Archdiocese of St

Parish Priest: Canon Kenneth Owens
frkenneth.owens@staned.org.uk 0131 447 2502
Assistant Priest: Father Daniel Magaji
FrDaniel.Magaji@staned.org.uk 0131 447 2502
St Peter’s: 77 Falcon Avenue EH10 4AN; www.stpeterrcchurchedinburgh.org.uk
St Columba’s: 9 Upper Gray Street EH9 1SN; www.stcolumbasrcedinburgh.org.uk
Deacon: Rev John E Smith: johnesmith@blueyonder.co.uk
Parish Secretaries:
St Peter’s: Sharon Kedney Office.stpeteredinburgh@staned.org.uk (10-1 Thursdays)
St Columba’s: Sr Karin: sister@stcolumbasrcedinburgh.org.uk
St. Columba’s Hall hire:
James Meehan: Jamesmeehan50@gmail com
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This Week in our Parishes ...

Sunday 19 October 29th Sunday of the Year —Year C

World Mission Sunday - special collection
Teas and coffees after morning Mass in each Parish

Monday 20 7pm, Justice and Peace monthly meeting, GP room—all welcome
7.30pm, RCIA meeting, St. Peter's Parish room
Tuesday 21 Teas and coffees after Mass at St. Columba’s
Saturday 25 St. Columba’s Men’s Group Jubilee Year Pilgrimage to St. Mary’s RC Cathedral
Sunday 26 30th Sunday of the Year —Year C

Census of attendance at Sunday Masses

Rite of the signing of the Cross: at 09.30 & 11.30 Masses; we welcome children preparing
for First Reconciliation and their families. A cross is presented to each of the children.

10.30 St. Columba’s: Sister Karin’s Sacramental Preparation groups for First Confession, First

Communion and Confirmation

Teas and coffees after morning Mass in each Parish

Upcoming events in our Parishes ...
Thursday 30 October
Friday 7 November
Sunday 16 November
Friday 28 November

7 - 9pm, 'Solidarity in the Middle East’, St. Peter’s Parish room

7 - 8.30pm, Curry Night for Mary's Meals

St. Columba's General Parish Meeting: after 9.30am Mass in the Main Hall
7pm, St. Andrew’s Day social, St. Peter’s Parish room

Today, parishes worldwide celebrate World Mission Sunday.
By supporting Missio, the Pope’s charity for world mission,
we stand united as God’s global family, in prayer, solidarity
and action. We are called to be ‘Missionaries Of Hope
Among All Peoples’. Please pray for missionaries and give
what you can to this vital collection, bringing God’s
compassion, peace and justice to those in need. To donate,
use the Missio envelope, call 020 7821 9755 (office hours) or
visit missio.org.uk to give a gift, set up a Direct Debit and Gift
Aid your donation if possible.

Justice and Peace monthly meeting, Monday 20 October,
7pm in the GP room. This is an open meeting and everyone
is welcome - especially prospective new members.

Scottish Medical aid for Palestinians Fundraising Event:
Saturday 25 October, 10am -2pm Christ Church Hall, Holy
Corner. All welcome. See notice at the back of St. Columba's
for more details.

St. Columba’s Men’s Group, Saturday 25 October: Jubilee
Year Pilgrimage to St. Mary’s RC Cathedral, Broughton
Street. Lunch at Coffee Saints from 1pm; pilgrimage
programme in the Cathedral starts 2pm.

Cleaning in St. Columba’s on Saturday 25 October, 1-4pm.
Please come with apron and dusters and join the fun.

Saturday 25 October, 7pm. Heart and Soul swing band, as
seen on BBC Songs of Praise. Greenbank Parish Church,
Braidburn Terrace. Free entry but donations requested for
Christian Aid. Five local Churches supporting the concert (St.
Peter’s, Fairmilehead, Greenbank, Morningside, St. Fillan’s).

An evening of Traditional Scottish Fiddle Music. Saturday
25 October, 7.30pm. Edinburgh Highland Reel & Strathspey
Society. St. Columba's Church. £10 adults, children free.

*Welcoming the Stranger? Immigration, Asylum and
Catholic Teaching’ Monday 27 October, 7.30pm, St.
Columba’s Middle Hall. Join for an evening talk exploring the
Church’s social teaching on immigration and asylum. We’'ll
look at the facts around UK migration in recent years, then
reflect on what the Catechism and Catholic tradition say
about the rights and duties of migrants and governments.
Time for questions and discussion. All welcome.

Wednesday 29 October, 7pm: meeting of the Catholic
Teens Group (for P7- S4). Meeting monthly 7-8.30pm on the
last Wednesday of the month at St. Columba’s Hall to have
fun and learn more about our faith. A good number of young
parishioners joined last month for our first get together. Ask
your parent or guardian to register interest, emailing:
teens.stcolumbaedinburgh@staned.org.uk.

A new initiative on deepening our faith. Thursday 30
October, 7-9pm, St. Peter’s Parish room. You're invited to a
discussion on 'Solidarity in the Middle East." We see this as a
series which will take different topics each time. Sign up at
the back of Church. Bring some food to share.

Choral Concert 1 November, St. Cuthbert’s Parish Church.
The Edinburgh Singers perform Choral Beats, featuring the
British premiere of “Adventus Domini Nostri Jesu Christi” by
Slovenian composer Damijan Mocnik. Intriguing experience
in the runup to Christmas. Tickets from The Queen’s Hall.

SCIAF Remembrance Mass: Sacred Heart Church, Saturday 8

November, 12.30. There is a book remembrance where you
can add the names of dearly departed friends and relatives.

Parish news continued overleaf...

Letter for World Mission Sunday ‘Missionaries of Hope
among all People’s’

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

today, with the whole Church across the world, we celebrate
World Mission Sunday — a day when we are invited to renew
our call to bring Christ’s Good News to every nation, culture,
and heart.

Our Late Holy Father, Pope Francis, gave us this year’s
theme: “Missionaries of Hope among all Peoples.” These
words remind us that the heart of mission is not only to
speak of Christ, but to share His hope — the deep,
unshakeable assurance that God is with us, that His love is
stronger than death, and that no one is beyond His care.
This year we also rejoice to walk under the leadership of our
new Holy Father, Pope Leo XIV, who served for many years
as a missionary priest in the mountains and villages of Peru.
He knows, from lived experience, how hope is often the first
gift a missionary brings — hope that gives courage to the
poor, dignity to the forgotten, and faith to those struggling
in darkness.

Our readings at Mass today are full of this hope.

In the First Reading from the Book of Exodus, Moses stands
on the hilltop, arms raised in prayer as the battle rages
below. When he grows weary, Aaron and Hur hold up his
hands until victory is won. Here is hope in action — the
people of God working together, sustaining one another
until the struggle is over.

In the Responsorial Psalm we proclaimed: “Our help is from
the Lord, who made heaven and earth.” Hope is not wishful
thinking; it is rooted in the Lord who never abandons us.
Missionaries carry this hope into places where life is fragile,
and people are tempted to despair.

In the Second Reading, St Paul urges us to “proclaim the
message... in season and out of season.” This is the language
of patient hope, trusting that the Word we speak will bear
fruit in God’s time.

And in the Gospel, Jesus tells the parable of the persistent
widow who refuses to give up her hope for justice. He tells
us to pray always and never lose heart. This perseverance is
the heartbeat of mission — the steady witness of faith, even
when the wait is long.

On this Mission Sunday, | want to share with you how your
hope is changing lives in Bolivia — a country of great natural
beauty and deep faith, but where many live in poverty and
isolation. In one Catholic parish in the city of Oruro, Fr Iver
runs a parish which also has a health centre, the St John Paul
Il Clinic, which provides much-needed medical care and
medicines to some of the lowest-income families in the
diocese. Most children in the parish suffer ill-health and
expectant mothers are too poor to have access to essential
scans. With your help, we will provide an ultrasound scanner
for the parish clinic. This will allow early detection of
complications, safeguarding the lives of mothers and babies.

This is not just medical equipment; it is hope made visible —
hope that every life is precious and cared for.

In another remote part of Bolivia, Fr Rosendo looks after two
parishes. In one of the parishes young people and adults
have no access to basic equipment to study or learn in order
to have the hope of improving their lives. In the other the
faithful gather for Mass under a simple shelter, but there is
no space for catechesis, parish meetings, or youth activities.
With your support, we will help build a modest parish hall -
a warm, dry place where faith can grow, where children can
learn the Gospel, and where the community can come
together and support one another. For them, this will be a
sign that the wider Church remembers them, a beacon of
hope that they are not alone.

Read more about these projects in the Missio Scotland
magazine and on the Missio Scotland website.

Hope is the most precious gift you can give. It changes how
people see themselves, their future, and God’s presence in
their lives. You can be a Missionary of Hope today through
your prayer, your generosity, and your witness. Like Moses
with his arms raised and the widow who never gave up, pray
for missionaries and for the people they serve. Pray for the
mothers and children in Bolivia, for the young people, for
the parish building project, and for Pope Leo XIV as he leads
the Church with a missionary heart. Give as generously as
you can to today’s World Mission Sunday collection,
knowing that your gift — large or small — will become hope in
the hands of those who serve. And live that hope in your
daily life —in your families, workplaces, and communities. Be
the one who lifts others up, who refuses to let despair have
the last word, who speaks of God’s goodness even in hard
times.

Without hope, the human heart shrinks. Without hope, faith
fades. Without hope, love becomes a burden rather than a
joy. But with hope — the kind rooted in Christ — people stand
tall, persevere in trials, and believe in the promise of eternal
life. Hope is what the missionary brings before any building
is started or programme launched. It is what you bring when
you

pray for someone far away. It is what your donation delivers
when a midwife uses the new scanner to reassure an
anxious mother, or when children gather in a parish hall to
learn about Jesus.

Dear brothers and sisters, the call of Pope Francis, now
taken up by Pope Leo XIV, is urgent: Be Missionaries of Hope
to all Peoples. Today, in the strength of God’s Word and in
the

communion of the Church, let us renew our promise to carry
that hope — across the street,

across the country and across the world.

With gratitude, prayers, and every blessing,
yours sincerely in Christ,

Fr Vincent Lockhart.

National Director of Missio Scotland,

The Pontifical Mission Societies

Curry Night for Mary's Meals Friday 7 November, St. Columba's Newly Renovated Main Hall.

Tickets (meal plus complimentary glass of wine/soft drink) available at the back of church after 9.30 mass and before 6.30
mass during October, via stc-jp@hotmail.com or by talking to any Justice and Peace committee member.
Adults £20, children under 12 £10, family tickets £50. Donations for Mary's Meals very welcome if you can't make it.
Donations of prizes for the raffle very welcome - can be handed in after Masses or at Sunday coffee up to 2 November.

Parish news continued...

Save the date: Saturday 15 November 10am, Middle
Hall. Dr. Sara Parvis, British Patristic scholar and Senior
Lecturer in Patristics at the University of Edinburgh reflect
on the new paths and open doors shown to us by Pope
Francis.

Donations for the Food Bank (first Sunday of every month)
at St. Columba’s. Next is Sunday 2 November. List of
required items in basket at rear of Church. Please put
donations in basket and cash can be given in the sacristy.

Donations needed of clothing, trainers/shoes and backpack
bags for refugee men. Please leave at back of both Churches.




