The week ahead 26 October —2 November 2025

Date Church Time Feast

Mass intention

Saturday 25 October

St Peter’s 12 noon |29th Week of the Year
Vigil St Peter’s 5.30pm | 30th Sunday of the Year

Sunday 26 October
St Peter’s 11.30am
St Columba’s | 6.30pm

St Columba’s [9.30am [ 30th Sunday of the Year

Brian Hutton RIP
People of the Parishes

Monday 27 October

St Peter’s 9.30am |30th Week of the Year

Tuesday 28 October

St Columba’s |9.30am | St. Simon and St. Jude

Maisie and Jimmy Doherty RIP

Wednesday 29 October St Peter’s 9.30am* | 30th Week of the Year

Thursday 30 October

St Columba’s 19.30am | 30th Week of the Year

Friday 31 October

St Peter’s 9.30am | 30th Week of the Year

Jim Clarke RIP (anniversary)

Saturday 1 November [St Peter’s 12 noon |30th Week of the Year
Vigil St Peter’s 5.30pm | Solemnity of All Saints

Fr Eugen Lucaci RIP
Katie MacEachen Benbecula RIP

Sunday 2 November
St Peter’s 11.30am
St Columba’s | 6.30pm

St Columba’s | 9.30am | Solemnity of All Saints

People of the Parishes

Confessions:

St Peter’s: Saturday 11-1145am (during Adoration) and
4.30-515pm.
St Columba’s: Sunday 6-615pm

Adoration: St Peter’s: Saturday 11am

Sunday 26 October readings: page 152

First reading: Sirach 35: 15b-17, 20-22b

Psalm: 34(33) 2-317-18 1923 R 7a

Response: The lowly one called and the Lord heard him
Second reading: 2 Timothy 4: 6-8 16-18

Gospel: Luke 18:9-14

Approaching Advent: A Retreat in Daily Life

Opening Session 26 October 5.30pm, closing Session: 30
November 5.30pm. Pray Daily/Meet Weekly.

Explore the profound presence of God in every aspect of
your life. From the bustling city streets to the quiet
moments of solitude. Through prayer, meditation and
reflection, uncover the sacredness within the ordinary
and deepen your connection to the Divine.

Cost: £55. To apply scan the QR code.

For more information email:
ejcretreats@jesuit.org.uk

Facilitated in collaboration with
Edinburgh Jesuit Church and the
Epiphany Group.

Want to know how to hear God's voice more clearly?
God’s invitation to relationship - 6 week prayer course
online introducing people to ways of praying from

the Epiphany Group. Supporting you in a deeper prayer life
through facilitators’ input (trained spiritual directors);
guided prayer experience; sharing.

Participants have said: 'l am forever changed due to the
course and very excited to grow deeper in my spirituality
through prayer’.

Course dates: Wednesdays 7pm- 8.30/9pm GMT;
(Zooming from Scotland) 5, 12, 19, 26 Nov and 3, 10 Dec.
Flyers at the back of the church.

Course is offered free by the Epiphany Group of Spiritual
Directors. To register and for more information email
www.epiphanygroup.org.uk

Scan to make donations
St Peter’s  St. Columba’s

Items for inclusion in the Newsletter to Sharon Kedney at office.stpeteredinburgh@staned.org.uk by Wednesday evening

please. St Peter’s website contact Juliet MacKellaig at julietmmackellaig@gmail.com. * You can find our Privacy Notices on the

websites * The Newsletter is posted on the parish websites * St Peter’s and St Columba’s are parishes of the Archdiocese of St
Andrews and Edinburgh, a Charity registered in Scotland—number SC008540

St Columba’s and St Peter’s, Edinburgh
30th Sunday of the Year —Year C
26 October—2 November 2025
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The proud pharisee is replying on his good works.

Because of these he thinks that God owes him salvation.
The tax collector has nothing to rely on. He knows heis a
sinner. So he throws himself on the mercy of God. His
words are few, but the attitude of his heart makes him

pleasing to God. His humble prayer wins him forgiveness. -~ 0
e ~
®

The parable was aimed at those who prided themselves
on being virtuous and despised everyone else. Although
he was boastful, the pharisee was not a hypocrite.

The sad fact was that he was sincere and his claims were
true. His problem was that he had no concept of his need
of God or grace or forgiveness.

Flor McCarthy SDB
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Canon Kenneth writes ...

With the summer now behind us and autumn approaching we begin our new cycle of growth as a Christian community.
This is seen in a tangible way by:

° The Rite of Chrisitan Initiation of Adults: has begun and invites adults to find out more about our faith and
journey towards Easter and receive the sacraments for the first time.

° The sacrament of reconciliation: this Sunday sees parents and children begin to be reminded of the grace of
their baptism and invited to experience God's merciful love.

° Catechesis has begun for those children who will celebrate of the sacrament of the Eucharist for the first time in
the summer term.

o In the new year as primary school draws to a close the Archbishop will join us for the sacrament of confirmation
in the month of May.

The growth in the spiritual life for those who have received the sacraments continues through our Sunday liturgies.
They are encouraged to journey on and to deepen their resolve to be faithful to the Gospel.

Parish Priest: Canon Kenneth Owens
frkenneth.owens@staned.org.uk 0131 447 2502
Assistant Priest: Father Daniel Magaji
FrDaniel.Magaji@staned.org.uk 0131 447 2502
St Peter’s: 77 Falcon Avenue EH10 4AN; www.stpeterrcchurchedinburgh.org.uk
St Columba’s: 9 Upper Gray Street EH9 1SN; www.stcolumbasrcedinburgh.org.uk
Deacon: Rev John E Smith: johnesmith@blueyonder.co.uk
Parish Secretaries:
St Peter’s: Sharon Kedney Office.stpeteredinburgh@staned.org.uk (10-1 Thursdays)
St Columba’s: Sr Karin: sister@stcolumbasrcedinburgh.org.uk
St. Columba’s Hall hire:
James Meehan: Jamesmeehan50@gmail com
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This Week in our Parishes ...

Rite of the signing of the Cross: at 09.30 & 11.30 Masses; we welcome children preparing
for First Reconciliation, and their families. A cross is presented to each of the children.
10.30 St. Columba’s: Sister Karin’s Sacramental Preparation groups for First Confession, First

7.30pm, "Welcoming the Stranger? Immigration, Asylum and Catholic Teaching’, St. Columba’s

Sunday 26 October 30th Sunday of the Year —Year C

Census of attendance at Sunday Masses

Children’s Liturgy at both morning Masses today

Communion and Confirmation

Teas and coffees after morning Mass in each Parish
Monday 27

Middle Hall, evening talk by Paul Atkin

7.30pm, RCIA meeting, St. Peter's Parish room
Tuesday 28 Teas and coffees after Mass at St. Columba’s
Wednesday 29 7 - 8.30pm Catholic Teens Group, St. Columba's hall
Thursday 30

Peter’s Parish room.

Sunday 2 November Feast of All Saints —Year C

Children’s Liturgy at both morning Masses today
Teas and coffees after morning Mass in each Parish

Upcoming events in our Parishes ...
Friday 7 November
Saturday 15 November
Sunday 16 November
Friday 28 November

7-9pm, new initiative on deepening our faith. Discussion on 'Solidarity in the Middle East.' St.

7 - 8.30pm, Curry Night for Mary's Meals

10am, Middle Hall. Dr. Sara Parvis, British Patristic scholar and Senior Lecturer in Patristics
St. Columba's General Parish Meeting: after 9.30am Mass in the Main Hall

7pm, St. Andrew’s Day social, St. Peter’s Parish room

WHAT DOES THE SSVP DO? St. Columba’s Justice and Peace talk 20 September

Report from Owen Dudley Edwards:

Thank you for celebrating World Mission Sunday and your
donations to the World Mission Sunday appeal. Your prayers
and support will help missionaries work alongside
communities worldwide, regardless of background or belief.
Please pray for all who share the love and hope of Christ with
our sisters and brothers in need throughout the world. To
support mission year-round, visit missio.org.uk or call 0207
821 9755 (office hours). The collection raised £600.27 at St.
Peters and £554.60 at St. Columba’s. Thank you.

"Welcoming the Stranger? Immigration, Asylum and
Catholic Teaching’ St. Columba’s Middle Hall, Monday, 27
October, 7.30pm. An evening talk by Paul Atkin exploring the
Church’s social teaching on immigration and asylum. We'll
look at the facts around UK migration in recent years, reflect
on what the Catechism and Catholic tradition say about the
rights and duties of migrants and governments. There’ll be
time for questions and discussion. All welcome.

Wednesday 29 October, 7pm is the next meeting of the
Catholic Teens Group (for P7- S4). Meeting monthly 7-
8.30pm on the last Wednesday of the month at St. Columba’s
Hall to have fun and learn more about our faith. A good
number of young parishioners joined last month for our first
get together. Ask your parent/guardian to register interest,
emailing: teens.stcolumbaedinburgh@staned.org.uk.

Thursday 30 October, 7-9pm, A new initiative on deepening
our faith. St. Peter’s Parish room. You’re invited for a
discussion on 'Solidarity in the Middle East." We see thisas a
series which will take different topics each time. Please sign
up at the back of Church. Bring some food to share.

Choral Concert Saturday 1 November, St. Cuthbert’s Parish
Church. The Edinburgh Singers perform Choral Beats,
featuring the British premiere of “Adventus Domini Nostri
Jesu Christi” by the Slovenian composer Damijan Mocnik.
Intriguing experience in the runup to Christmas. Tickets from
The Queen’s Hall.

This year's Solemnity of All Saints will be celebrated on
Sunday 2 November and All Souls on Monday 3 November.
On Monday 3 November at 10.00am Archbishop Leo Cushley
will celebrate Mass in the chapel of Mount Vernon Cemetery
on the occasion of All Souls' day.

Donations for the Food Bank (first Sunday of every month) at
St. Columba’s. Next is Sunday 2 November. List of required
items in basket at rear of Church. Please put donations in
basket and cash can be given in the sacristy.

The SCIAF Remembrance Mass will be held in the Sacred
Heart Church on Saturday 8 November, 12.30. There is a
book of remembrance to which can be added the names of
dearly departed friends and relatives.

Save the date: Saturday 15 November 10am, Middle
Hall. Dr. Sara Parvis, British Patristic scholar and Senior
Lecturer in Patristics at the University of Edinburgh reflect
on the new paths and open doors shown to us by Pope
Francis.

Donations needed of clothing, trainers/shoes and backpack
bags for refugee men. Please leave at back of both Churches.

First, we all said the SSVP ‘Vincentian Prayer’:

Lord Jesus, help us through meeting together to deepen our
Vincentian friendship and answer the call every Christian
receives to seek and find those who are forgotten, to bring
your love to the suffering or deprived. Help us to be generous
with our time, our possessions and ourselves, so that we
may grow perfect in your love. Amen

Jane Watson, President of our neighbouring St. Vincent de
Paul cluster (St. Gregory’s parish, St. John Vianney’s, St.
Catherine’s: all EH16) told us what the SSVP is doing for
those in need in South and South-East Edinburgh, and how
our weekly collections are helping their work. Two SSVP
colleagues participated in leading the session.

Jane began by commemorating St. Vincent de Paul (1581-
1660) crusader for the poor and founder of the
Congregation of the Mission (Vincentian Order); Blessed
Frederic Ozanam (1813-53) Sorbonne professor, social
thinker and founder of the Society of St Vincent de Paul in
1833; and Blessed Rosalie Rendu (1786-1856) of St.
Vincent’s Daughters of Charity, mentor, enabler, and
inspiration of that Society.

Referencing Our Lord’s friends Mary and Martha she said
that in following Mary’s contemplation of spirituality we
should also follow Martha in her work to fulfil human needs.

e Those who need our help may be destitute and driven to
despair by mounting debt and escalating fuel bills. Some
may not know that food vouchers exist; others may have
promises of clothes or food vouchers but lack the means
to gain access to them.

e Secure jobs can disintegrate and status suddenly or
gradually collapse; others are long imprisoned in
unemployment. Sometimes the most anguished cases
are people at their wits’ end for someone to talk to. They
don’t know whom to ask or to trust.

e Official regulations, seemingly benign, can be torturous
for those who can’t understand them and have nobody
they can ask. People can become frightened to give their
names however good-natured the would-be helper.

e Some households, once mutually supportive, become
unable to communicate or comfort each other.

e People in care homes disintegrate, no longer able to talk
to others. They may no longer be sure of their own
address and may fear that they no longer know who they
are.

So the work for SSVP may take many forms: manning
telephones, setting up meetings, making appointments,
combatting disappointments, restoring faith, finding hope,
conveying love. It is essential to make love and respect
visible, not simply wrapped up in some bloodless accounting
labelled ‘charity’.

It may mean:

e some small money support or food to tide over, or
showing them the best way to a foodbank, physically or
psychologically or involve finding and delivering
donations for a foodbank or other ways of relief like
knowing where to find household furniture

¢ finding and giving the best guidance for debt control, or
opening up reliable financial relief

Some of SSVP’s major activity brings them back to school.
You must make the schoolteacher your friend and ally.

e It may mean helping someone find what they can do and
would like to do, trying always to get a glimmer of what
the receiver of goodwill is thinking.

e Sometimes people are in need of a week’s holiday and
there are two caravans available to serve that need.
Cameron Toll often proves a refreshing meeting-place for
a social break.

e You want to know who needs food and presents for
Christmas, and to have a shrewd guess as to which
schoolchild would want which toy.

It must always mean respect for the recipient of help.
There must be mechanisms for collecting and
distributing aid. You will need persons to stand at the
back of every Mass or church service with an SSVP
collecting box.

Your SSVP will need to send 10% of funds collected to the
main SSVP office, and to send 8% of funds collected to the
Archdiocese.

You will need to pray to God at all times but especially when
you don’t know what to do next. You will need to think of
the inspiration of St. Vincent de Paul, of Blessed Frederic
Ozanam and of Blessed Rosalie Rendu.

Owen writes:

This talk naturally inspired my thoughts of our own workers
for the Society of St. Vincent de Paul in St. Columba’s, the
late Patricia McDonnell and particularly my own colleague at
the University of Edinburgh the late Philip White. He led the
work for St Vincent de Paul and | felt ashamed at my own
inadequacy in comparison to his devoted zeal for the
Catholic Church, St Vincent and the poor. May they rest in
peace.

Curry Night for Mary's Meals Friday 7 November, St. Columba's Newly Renovated Main Hall

Tickets (meal + complimentary glass of wine/soft drink) available at back of church after 9.30 mass and before 6.30 mass in
October (and on 2 November if still available) via stc-jp@hotmail.com or talk to any Justice & Peace committee member.
Adults £20, children under 12 £10, family tickets £50.

Donations for Mary's Meals very welcome if you can't make it.

Donations of prizes for the raffle very welcome - can be handed in after Masses or at Sunday coffee up to 2 November.

Reflection

There are people who think like the Pharisee. They maintain that the church is for Saints not sinners.
But that would result in a very small church, and would make as little sense as a hospital
that accepted only healthy people.
We go to church, not because we think we are Saints, but because we know we are sinners.
We are humble enough to admit our sinfulness, but brave enough to strive for something better.




