The week ahead 16 - 23 November 2025

St Columba’s and St Peter’s, Edinburgh
33rd Sunday of the Year —Year C
16—23 November 2025
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Luke talks about the parousia in close association with
the destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple. The
destruction of the Temple, which Jesus had predicted,
had already occurred by the time Luke was writing.
This would have been interpreted by some that the
end of the world was starting.

But Luke reminds them of the words of Jesus, in which
he warned his disciples not to be deceived by rumours
and apparent signs that the end was near.

The Gospel goes on to address a situation of more

Date Church Time Feast Mass intention
Saturday 15 November St Peter’s 12 noon |32nd Week of the Year A
Vigil St Peter’s 5.30pm | 33rd Sunday of the Year
Sunday 16 November St Columba’s [9.30am | 33rd Sunday of the Year People of the Parishes
St Peter’s 11.30am Rosanna Crolla RIP (2nd anniv.)
St Columba’s | 6.30pm
Monday 17 November St Peter’s 9.30am | St. Elizabeth of Hungary Clenton Dimney RIP
Tuesday 18 November St Columba’s |9.30am | 33rd week of the Year Jim Gray RIP
Wednesday 19 November | St Peter’s 9.30am* | 33rd week of the Year John Ruddy RIP
Thursday 20 November St Columba’s [9.30am |33rd week of the Year Sarah Elizabeth Hobbs RIP
Friday 21 November St Peter’s 9.30am | Presentation of Blessed Margaret Meehan
Virgin Mary
Saturday 22 November St Peter’s 12 noon | St. Cecilia The intentions of Anne-Marie and
Bill Douglas
Vigil St Peter’s 5.30pm | Our Lord Jesus Christ King | Giuseppe & Gianna Picciotto RIP
of the Universe
Sunday 23 November St Columba’s [9.30am | Our Lord Jesus Christ King
St Peter’s 11.30am | of the Universe
St Columba’s | 6.30pm People of the Parishes

Confessions:

St Peter’s: Saturday 11-11.45am (during Adoration) and
4.30-5.15pm.

St Columba’s: Sunday 6-6.15pm

Adoration: St Peter’s: Saturday 11am

Sunday 16 November readings: page 167

First reading: 2 Samuel 5: 1-3

Psalm: 122 (121) 1-2, 4-5, Rcf.1

Response: Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord
Second reading: Colossians 1: 12-20

Gospel: Luke 23: 35-43

St. Cuthbert’s Way: St Peter’s & St. Columba’s Parish

Pilgrimage.

e A group walk from Melrose to Holy Island over 2 weekends
Autumn 2026. Pre-booked Minibus Saturday am and
Sunday pm. Accommodation arranged for Saturday night
near Harestanes and Wooler.

e All those interested email Alex albennett@hotmail.com

e Leaflets at back of Church

Rediscovering Wonder: Online Reflection Series for Advent.

Starts 28 November, £25/£30 with printed booklet

e With all life throws at us, it can be hard to hold on to a sense
of wonder, but the Christmas story is full of surprises,
amazing events which touch ordinary lives. Advent
Reflections are an invitation to rediscover wonder and what
it has to teach us: be open to possibilities, not be afraid to
ask questions, live with everyday mysteries, willing to accept
unexpected gifts, reconnect with the God of surprises.

e Includes audio reflections and material to read at own pace.

e For more information and to book: https://
heartinpilgrimage.org.uk/rediscovering-wonder/ or
email info@heartinpilgrimage.org.uk. Postcards at the back
of the church.

Star of Wonder: A Quiet Day for Advent: Saturday 29
November, 10.00am-3.30pm, St Columba's by the Castle,

Johnston Terrace, Edinburgh. Cost £35 (£25 concession, or pay

what you can) includes lunch, coffee and cake

e The coming of Christ in the world was heralded by a star, a
pin-prick of light in a dark sky, so easy to miss. Sometimes, to
catch the good news, we need to stop, stand still, look up
and wonder.

e This Quiet Day is an opportunity to pause amid the busyness
of life and notice the small signs which invite us into new
possibilities. The day draws on reflective approaches and
creative material incl. art, poetry, music, includes guided
reflections and individual quiet time.

e For information/to book visit https://
heartinpilgrimage.org.uk/star-of-wonder/
or info@heartinpilgrimage.org.uk

e Postcards at the back of the church.

Christmas at the historic Greyfriars, Saturday 13 December,
7:30pm. The Edinburgh Singers’ traditional evening of

Christmas Carols and seasonal
song, with organ and trumpet, |St Peter’s
mulled wine and mince pies.
Tickets £20/£14, kids under 12
free, from
Www.theqgueenshall.net

Scan to make donations
St. Columba’s
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immediate concern to the disciples - the persecution
they must face. Persecution will be an opportunity to
bear witness to the Gospel. The Lord Himself will see
to it that they will triumph in the end, provided they

remain steadfast.

.

Flor McCarthy SDB
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Canon Kenneth writes ...

She had a deep sense of religion and great personal piety.

Her solicitude for the nation was truly maternal.

Recently at the International Clergy Formation day newly arrived clergy were asking to hear more about Scottish
Saints. As today is the feast of St Margaret (AD 1093) | thought | would share one or two thoughts:

Malcolm I, King of Scotland, attracted by the virtue and beauty of Margaret, made her his bride, and for thirty
years she reigned in Scotland as a model Queen.

She set herself to combat, with zeal and energy, the abuses which had crept into the practice of religion.

She loved and befriended the clergy and monks, and was lavish in her charity to the poor.

Her two grandsons Malcolm IV and William, William, Alexander Il and Il were noble Catholic Kings.

Thus did the influence of this saintly Queen extend over the space of two hundred years and form monarchs

of extraordinary excellence to rule Scotland wisely and well.

Items for inclusion in the Newsletter to Sharon Kedney at office.stpeteredinburgh@staned.org.uk by Wednesday evening

please. St Peter’s website contact Juliet MacKellaig at julietmmackellaig@gmail.com. * You can find our Privacy Notices on the

websites * The Newsletter is posted on the parish websites * St Peter’s and St Columba’s are parishes of the Archdiocese of St
Andrews and Edinburgh, a Charity registered in Scotland—number SC008540

Parish Priest: Canon Kenneth Owens
frkenneth.owens@staned.org.uk 0131 447 2502
Assistant Priest: Father Daniel Magaji
FrDaniel.Magaji@staned.org.uk 0131 447 2502

St Peter’s: 77 Falcon Avenue EH10 4AN; www.stpeterrcchurchedinburgh.org.uk
St Columba’s: 9 Upper Gray Street EH9 1SN; www.stcolumbasrcedinburgh.org.uk

Deacon: Rev John E Smith: johnesmith@blueyonder.co.uk
Parish Secretaries:

St Peter’s: Sharon Kedney Office.stpeteredinburgh@staned.org.uk (10-1 Thursdays)

St Columba’s: Sr Karin: sister@stcolumbasrcedinburgh.org.uk
St. Columba’s Hall hire:
James Meehan: Jamesmeehan50@gmail com
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This Week in our Parishes ...

Sunday 16 November  33rd Sunday of the Year —Year C

St. Columba's General Parish Meeting: after 9.30am Mass in the Main Hall. All welcome

Children’s Liturgy at both morning Masses today
Teas and coffees after morning Mass in each Parish
1pm, Baptism, Natan Gungui Valente, St. Peter's

Monday 17 7pm, Justice and Peace monthly meeting, GP room, St. Columba’s
7.30pm, RCIA meeting, St. Peter's Parish room
Tuesday 18 Teas and coffees after Mass at St. Columba’s
Thursday 20 7pm, St. Peter's Parish Pastoral Council, Parish room
Saturday 22 At 12 noon Mass and afterwards in St. Peter’s Parish room: SSVP presentation to

Anne-Marie and Bill Douglas

Sunday 23 Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe —Year C
Children’s Liturgy at both morning Masses today
Teas and coffees after morning Mass in each Parish

Upcoming events in our Parishes ...

Friday 28 November  7pm, St. Andrew’s Day social, St. Peter’s Parish room
Saturday 6 December  After 12 noon Mass, the Outreach Alternativity lunch, St. Peter’s

Leadership opens the doors
~of stuffy rooms

Congratulations to Fiadh Marie Murchie, Baptised on Saturday
at St. Peter’s.

Join us today after 09.30 Mass for the St. Columba’s General
Parish meeting. All welcome.

SCIAF Christmas cards will be on sale today at St. Peter’s after
11.30 Mass.

Congratulations to the St. Peter’s 200 Club October winners
Maureen Pia (£25) and Colin Dale (£15).

Thanks to all who helped the St. Columba’s Curry Night go so
well. Your generosity means that we have raised over £1740
for Mary’s Meals and counting, boosted by generous
donations and raffle tickets. The full sum will be published as
soon as we have it.

Thanks to one of our parishioners who generously gave us a
share in her estate of £81,286.09 last week. It is a opportunity
to remind parishioners, if they are able, to give something to
the parish in their will.

Justice and Peace monthly meeting. Monday 17 November,
7pm, the GP room. This is an open meeting and everyone is
welcome - especially prospective new members.

The next meeting of St. Peter’s Parish Pastoral Council takes
place in the Parish Room Thursday 20 November, 7pm.

The St. Vincent de Paul Society are making a presentation to
Bill and Anne-Marie Douglas in recognition of their many
years of service and dedication to the work of the Society. This
presentation will be made at the 12 noon Mass on Saturday
22 November followed by a reception in the Parish Room.
Parishioners are welcome to join for this celebration.

23 & 30 November Real Advent calendars £5: Available at tea
& coffees after 9.30am Mass, St Columba’s: or email
paul_atkin@outlook.com. UK’s only Fairtrade Advent
calendar: 25 Festive Fairtrade chocolates, 24 page Christmas
activity book, supports charitable causes. A way for parents,
grandparents, Godparents to share the Christmas story.

Fresh Start: Biddy Kelly, CEO, will speak at the end of 09.30
Mass at St. Columba's, Sunday 23 November and after hold a
"Pop-up" during coffee and will be happy to answer questions.

Wednesday 26 November, 7pm is the next monthly meeting
of our Catholic Teens Group (for P7- S4). Meeting monthly 7-
8.30pm the last Wednesday of the month at St. Columba’s Hall
to have fun and learn more about our faith. Ask your
parent/guardian to register interest, emailing:
teens.stcolumbaedinburgh@staned.org.uk.

Friday 28 November, 7pm, St. Peter’s Parish Social in the
Parish room. Please sign up and indicate a dish you can
bring. It would be good to have some songs, poems and
recitations as well as music.

Saturday 6 December, the Outreach Alternativity lunch:
immediately after 12noon Mass at St. Peter’s. Tickets on sale
now at £10. Please join us - a chance to have an enjoyable
meal while reflecting on the true meaning of Christmas.

Calling all budding actors. St. Columba's is staging a Nativity
play during the Carol Party on Sunday 14 December in St.
Columba's Church Hall 2-4pm. If your child would like to take
part, please email Sister Mirjam, before 24 November, at
edin@thework-fso.org, mentioning name/age of your child.
Rehearsals in the church hall: Sundays 30 November and 7
December 10.30-11.15am and Friday 12 December at 3.30pm.

Monday, 17 November, 7.45pm on Zoom. Al for life:

a beginner level webinar to show you how to use Al tools to
write clear, personalised letters to MPs and MSPs quickly.
You'll see how Al can find key pro-life points and express them
naturally in your own tone of voice, helping you write with
clarity and confidence. Register here: https://bit.ly/prolifeai

We need 'knitted angels' to give to children during 'Newington
Churches Together choral singing ' at Nicolson Square, Sunday
14 December, 1pm. Angel patterns at back of both Churches.

Do you have any Foreign currency or obsolete UK Money?
Mary's Meals can use it. Please bring any contributions to St.
Columba's and put them in the St Kiltegan's Stamp box.

- Our liberation from small

‘rooms demands more than
courage but God's healing
forgiveness

‘Sin is the refusal to say yes
to life

Good theology opens the

Fresh start an Edinburgh charity helping people, who’ve been
homeless, to get established in new homes.

In November they’re collecting Festive Fare for food hampers
for needy families (mince pies; Christmas cake; chocolates:
coins, selection boxes, Advent calendars; biscuits, crackers;

crisps, nuts, chutney, jam; non-alcoholic fizzy drinks; tea,
coffee, hot chocolate; Christmas crackers). Donations can be
left in the box at rear of both Churches. Fresh start always
need donations of beddings, kitchen items, food and cash.
Small items to be left at back of the Churches and give cash in
the sacristy.

‘The Locked Room

Jn 20: 19-29 Like Thomas the Apostle, it

they were immobilised in the is passionate and unafraid.

locked room

~we know the fear of being
hurt

stuck

healed
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‘the passionate disciples in-
-vites us out of our small
‘rooms

redeemed
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