
 

 

 

 

The week ahead 2 - 9 November 2025  

Items for inclusion in the Newsletter to Sharon Kedney at office.stpeteredinburgh@staned.org.uk by Wednesday evening 

please. St Peter’s website contact Juliet MacKellaig at julietmmackellaig@gmail.com. * You can find our Privacy Notices on the 

websites * The Newsletter is posted on the parish websites * St Peter’s and St Columba’s are parishes of the Archdiocese of St 

Andrews and Edinburgh, a Charity registered in Scotland—number SC008540 

Date Church Time Feast Mass intention 

Saturday 1 November 
Vigil 

St Peter’s 
St Peter’s 

12 noon 
5.30pm 

30th Week of the Year 
Solemnity of All Saints  

Fr. Eugen Lucaci RIP 
Katie MacEachen Benbecula RIP 

Sunday 2 November St Columba’s 
St Peter’s 
St Columba’s 

9.30am 
11.30am 
6.30pm 

Solemnity of All Saints  People of the Parishes 

Monday 3 November St Peter’s 9.30am Commemoration of All the 
Faithful departed 

Fr. Gordon Brown RIP  

Tuesday 4 November St Columba’s 9.30am St. Charles Borromeo Cassie and Michael Doherty RIP 

Wednesday 5 November St Peter’s 
 
St Peter’s 

9.30am 
 
6pm 

31st Week of the Year 
 
Rite of Reception Dr. Frances 
Harding RIP 

Juliet and Angus MacKellaig 40th 
wedding anniversary 
 

Thursday 6 November St Columba’s 
St Peter’s 

9.30am 
11am 

31st Week of the Year 
Funeral Dr. Frances Harding 
RIP 

 

Friday 7 November St Peter’s 9.30am 31st Week of the Year  

Saturday 8 November 
Vigil 

St Peter’s 
St Peter’s 

12 noon 
5.30pm 

Blessed John Duns Scotus 
Dedication Lateran Basilica  

Birthday thanksgiving Louie Zurita 

Sunday 9 November St Columba’s 
St Peter’s 
St Columba’s 

9.30am 
11.30am 
6.30pm 

Dedication Lateran Basilica   
Owen Bonnar RIP  
People of the Parishes 

Confessions:  
St Peter’s: Saturday 11-1145am (during Adoration) and 
4.30-515pm.  
St Columba’s: Sunday 6-615pm 
 
Adoration: St Peter’s: Saturday 11am    

Sunday 1 November readings: page 194 
First reading: Revelation 7: 2-4, 9-14 
Psalm: 24 (23): 1-2, 3-4b, 5-6, R cf. 6 
Response: Such are the people who seek your face O Lord 
Second reading: 1 John 3: 1-3 
Gospel: Matthew 5: 1-12a 

Rediscovering Wonder: Online Reflection Series for Advent 
Starts 28 November, £25/£30 with printed booklet 
 
With all that life throws at us, it can be hard to hold on to a 
sense of wonder. Yet, the Christmas story is full of 
surprises, amazing events which touch ordinary lives, from 
a sky full of angels to a newborn baby. This series of Advent 
Reflections is an invitation to rediscover wonder and what 
it has to teach us: to be open to possibilities, not be afraid 
to ask questions, to live with everyday mysteries and be 
willing to accept unexpected gifts... and to reconnect with 
the God of surprises. 
 
Includes an audio reflection for each week of Advent, and 
additional material to read and ponder at your own pace. 
All the material is also in an attractive booklet. For more 
information and to book, visit https://
heartinpilgrimage.org.uk/rediscovering-wonder/ or 
email info@heartinpilgrimage.org.uk. Postcards at the back 
of the church. 

Star of Wonder: A Quiet Day for Advent: Saturday 29 
November, 10.00am - 3.30pm, St Columba's by the Castle, 
Johnston Terrace, Edinburgh. Cost £35 (£25 concession, or 
pay what you can) includes lunch, coffee and cake 
The coming of Christ in the world was heralded by a star, a 
pin-prick of light in a dark sky, so easy to miss. Sometimes, 
to catch the good news, we need to stop, stand still, look 
up and wonder. As Advent begins, this Quiet Day is an 
opportunity to pause amid the busyness of life and notice 
the small signs which invite us into new possibilities. The 
day draws on a mix of reflective approaches and creative 
material incl. art, poetry, music, and  includes guided 
reflections and individual quiet time. For information/to 
book visit https://
heartinpilgrimage.org.uk/star
-of-wonder/  
 
Postcards at back of Church 

Scan to make donations 
St Peter’s      St. Columba’s 

 

 

 

St Columba’s and St Peter’s, Edinburgh 
All Saints Solemnity —Year C   

2 - 9 November 2025  

Parish Priest: Canon Kenneth Owens  
frkenneth.owens@staned.org.uk  0131 447 2502 

Assistant Priest: Father Daniel Magaji  
FrDaniel.Magaji@staned.org.uk  0131 447 2502 

St Peter’s: 77 Falcon Avenue EH10 4AN;  www.stpeterrcchurchedinburgh.org.uk 
St Columba’s: 9 Upper Gray Street EH9 1SN; www.stcolumbasrcedinburgh.org.uk 

Deacon: Rev John E Smith: johnesmith@blueyonder.co.uk 
Parish Secretaries:  

St Peter’s: Sharon Kedney Office.stpeteredinburgh@staned.org.uk  (10-1 Thursdays) 
St Columba’s: Sr Karin: sister@stcolumbasrcedinburgh.org.uk  

St. Columba’s Hall hire: 
James Meehan: Jamesmeehan50@gmail com  

The sermon on the mount contains the essence of Christ's teaching. The beatitudes are 
the essence of that essence.  They list the qualities Christ wishes to see in his followers, 
qualities that are exemplified in the lives of the Saints. 
 
The beatitudes are the badges of a disciple of Jesus. The things they stand for are very 
beautiful: things such as peace, goodness, joy, love, gentleness, compassion, mercy, 
integrity… A person who lives according to the beatitudes is already living in the Kingdom 
of heaven.  In turn Eternal life will merely be the full blossoming of a plant that is green 
with life.   
Flor McCarthy SDB 

Canon Kenneth writes … 
 
Last Monday, for my day off, I had the opportunity to spend some time on the east side of Loch Lomond, at 
Balmaha, among the beautiful copper and yellow colours of autumn.  This took me back to a poem:  

Peace 
Goodness 

Joy 
Love 

Gentleness 
Compassion 

Mercy 
Integrity... 

The Ache of Autumn 
 

There is a season for everything, 
a time for giving birth, 
a time for dying; 
a time for tears, 
a time for laughter; 
a time for mourning, 
a time for dancing ... Ecclesiastes 3: 1, 2, 4 
 
The trees grow more restless; 
October wind weaves through them; 
they shake their arms in dismay 
as if to fight the coming cold 
and the grief of leaves going. 
 
Autumn air does a heart-dance 
on branches already gone barren; 
the misty air clings to golden leaves, 
making the trees bend even lower. 
 
It is a season to hold trees close, 
to stand with them in their grieving. 
It is a time to open my inner being 
to the misty truths of my own goodbyes. 

 
 
Autumn comes.  It always does. 
Goodbyes come.  It always does. 
The tree struggle with this truth today.. 
and in my deepest being, so do I. 
 
Every autumn nostalgia fills me; 
every autumn, yearning holds me. 
I cling to the ripeness of summer, 
knowing it will be many long months 
before I can catch a breath of lilac, 
or the green of freshly mown grass. 
 
And so I begin my fallow vigil, 
remembering the truth of the ages; 
Unless the wheat  seed dies 
it cannot sing a new birth. 
Unless summer gives way to autumn 
springtime will never embrace me 
 
Joyce Ripp, Praying our goodbyes, Ave Maira Press, 
1988. 
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This Week in our Parishes …   
 
Sunday 2 November  Feast of All Saints —Year C 
    Children’s Liturgy at both morning Masses today  
    Teas and coffees after morning Mass in each Parish 
 
Monday 3   7.30pm, RCIA meeting, St. Peter's Parish room 
 
Tuesday 4    No teas and coffees this week after Mass at St. Columba’s 
 
Wednesday 5  6pm, Rite of Reception Dr. Frances Harding RIP, St. Peter’s 
 
Thursday 6   11am, Funeral Dr. Frances Harding RIP, St. Peter’s 
 
Friday 7    7pm, Curry Night for Mary's Meals  
 
Saturday 8    1pm, Baptism, Fiadh Marie Murchie, St. Peter’s 
 
Sunday 9    The Dedication of the Lateran Basilica —Year C 
    Children’s Liturgy at both morning Masses today  
    10.30 St. Columba’s: Sister Karin’s Sacramental Preparation groups for First Confession,  
    First  Communion and Confirmation 
    Teas and coffees after morning Mass in each Parish 
 
Upcoming events in our Parishes … 
Saturday 15 November  10am, Middle Hall. Dr. Sara Parvis, British Patristic scholar and Senior Lecturer in Patristics  
Sunday 16 November  After 9.30am Mass in the Main Hall, St. Columba's General Parish Meeting 
Friday 28 November 7pm, St. Andrew’s Day social, St. Peter’s Parish room 
Saturday 6 December After 12noon Mass, the Outreach Alternativity lunch: St. Peter’s  

A census of Mass attendance took place at the Sunday 
Masses last week and the attendance was as follows: St. 
Columba’s 285 and St. Peter’s 243.  
 
This year's Solemnity of All Saints will be celebrated today 
Sunday 2 November and All Souls on Monday 3 November.  
On Monday 3 November at 10am Archbishop Leo Cushley 
will celebrate Mass in the chapel of Mount Vernon Cemetery 
on the occasion of All Souls' day. 
 
Your prayers are asked for the repose of the soul of 
Josephine Docherty RIP, a parishioner at St. Columba’s 
from 2011 until lockdown, who died recently at Cluny 
Lodge. Her funeral will be at St. Albert's, George Square 
Lane, 10am Wednesday 5 November and on to Mount 
Vernon 11.45.   
 
Your prayers are asked for the repose of the soul of Dr. 
Frances Harding RIP. The Rite of Reception is at St. Peter’s, 
6pm, Wednesday 5 November, followed by a Requiem Mass 
at 11am Thursday 6 November and onwards to Mortonhall. 
We express our sympathy to the family. 
 
Your prayers are asked for the repose of the soul of Jim 
Gray RIP. A funeral will take place on Tuesday 11 
November, 12 noon at St. Peter’s and onwards to 
Morningside cemetery. We express our sympathy to the 
family. 
 

There will be no teas and coffees this Tuesday 4 November 
after Mass at St. Columba’s. 
 
Donations for the Food Bank (first Sunday of every month) at 
St. Columba’s. Next date is Sunday 2 November. A list of 
required items are in the basket at rear of Church. Please put 
donations in basket and cash can be given in the sacristy. 
 
The SCIAF Remembrance Mass will be held in the Sacred 
Heart Church on Saturday 8 November, 12.30. There is a 
book of remembrance to which can be added  the names of 
dearly departed friends and relatives. 
 
SCIAF Christmas cards will be on sale at St. Peter’s from 
Sunday 9 November after 11.30 Mass. 
 
Saturday 15 November 10am in the Middle Hall. Dr. Sara 
Parvis, British Patristic scholar and Senior Lecturer in 
Patristics at the University of Edinburgh will reflect on the 
new paths and open doors shown to us by Pope Francis.  
 
The St. Vincent de Paul Society are making a Presentation 
to Bill and Anne-Marie Douglas in recognition of their 
many years of service and dedication to the work of the 
Society. Taking place at the 12noon Mass on Saturday 22 
November followed by a reception in the Parish Room. 
Parishioners are welcome to join us for this celebration. 
 
Parish news continued overleaf... 

Curry Night for Mary's Meals Friday 7 November in St. Columba's Newly Renovated Main Hall 
Last few tickets - meal plus complimentary glass of wine/soft drink - available at the back of church after 9.30 mass and 

before 6.30 mass today or via stc-jp@hotmail.com or by talking to any Justice and Peace committee member.  
Adults £20, Children under 12 £10, Family tickets available at £50.  

Donations for Mary's Meals very welcome if you can't make it! Donations of prizes for the raffle very welcome and can be 
handed in after Mass, at Sunday coffee or even on the night. Bring cash for the raffle and donations at the bar.  

Bring any obsolete or foreign money you have too - Mary's Meals can use it! 

 

 

 

Reflection 
Lives of great men and women all remind us we can make our lives sublime, 

and, departing, leave behind us footprints on the sand of time; footprints, that perhaps another, sailing o’er 
lives solemn main, a forlorn and shipwrecked brother, seeing, shall take heart again. 

Henry W. Longfellow 

Pilgrimage to Rome and Jubilee weekend for Catechists: Sept 27-29, 2025 

On Friday 26 September I visited Rome for the Jubilee 
weekend for Catechists.  
 
In the morning and early afternoon I made a pilgrimage to 
the basilicas of St. Paul's outside the walls, San Sebastian 
and  St. John Lateran, where I went through the Holy Door, 
followed in the evening by a Prayer Vigil for Catechists in 
St. Peters Basilica led by the Pro-Prefect. The Vigil was an 
uplifting experience remembering our Baptism, listening to 
the Word of God with three readings from the Gospel 
according to Luke (Road to Emmaus), making a profession 
of faith and receiving a blessing.    
  
Saturday morning, clear blue sky and a rising sun seemed 
fitting for an audience with Pope Leo XIV. Pope Leo gave a 
Jubilee catecheses inviting us to consider another aspect of 
Hope: how God reveals himself to those who are simple 
and humble of heart because they are open to receiving 
him.  
 
• Their docility gives them great insight into faith and 

enables them to follow the inspirations of the Holy 
Spirit 

• This is reflected in the people of Milan, who chose Saint 
Ambrose as their bishop by popular acclaim, even 
though he was still preparing for baptism at the time 

• It was docility that led Ambrose to respond to that call, 
trusting in the grace of God 

• Today, we too are invited to become childlike 
• Whether we are parents, students or catechists; 

businesspeople, priests or religious, we are all called to 
live our Christian faith authentically by humbly 
following the Lord’s inspirations 

• May this spirit of simplicity guide us as we look forward 
with hope to the ongoing renewal of the Church and of 
the world. 

 
In the evening I attended vespers for English speaking 
catechists followed by a talk and Q&A session with 
Archbishop Charles C. Thompson of Indianapolis (chair of 
the US bishop’s Committee for Evangelization and 
Catechesis). Some of the points which have stuck with me: 
 

 
• Evangelisation and catechesis go together like a hand in 

a glove, with Evangelisation always leading the way 
• During our journey of faith, as our relationship with 

Jesus Christ deepens, we are called to ongoing 
conversion ( a lifelong process) and therefore a need for 
ongoing catecheses 

• Catechists must be disciples of Jesus Christ and be 
careful not to just get into information overload   

 
This talk took place in the Basilica of San Ambrose e Carlo 
al Corso – the Church dedicated to St. Ambrose and St. 
Charles Borromeo, which seemed fitting given that Pope 
Leo had spoken to us about St. Ambrose earlier in the day 
and Charles Borromeo is the patron saint of Bishops, 
Seminarians and Catechists (feast day 4 November). 
 
Unfortunately I couldn’t attend Mass on the Sunday as it 
was my day for travelling home, but at Mass Pope Leo 
commissioned a number of new Catechists and gave a 
homily on the Gospel (Lk  16:19-31) regarding the rich man 
and the poor man Lazarus. The homily can be accessed on 
the Vatican website and gives a wonderful insight into this 
gospel passage, the centrality of God’s saving work as the 
beginning of our mission and the essence of being a 
catechist.  
 
What has stayed with me most from my trip to Rome: 
• walking through the beautiful countryside of Umbria 

and Lazio on the via Francisco 
• seeing Pope Leo for the first time and remembering 

Pope Francis 
• the joy of the people on pilgrimage and the 

splendour of Rome 
• being filled up with words of renewal  
• the prominence of St. Francis of Assisi and St. Carlos 

Acuttis wherever I travelled in Italy - shrines, 
pictures, events and books for sale everywhere 

• crossing the paths of so many saints on my 
pilgrimage, how much support they provide us with 
and how relevant  they remain to the world today 
     

Derek Buglass, Catechist 

Parish news continued… 
 
The Outreach Alternativity lunch will take place on 
Saturday 6 December immediately after the 12noon Mass 
at St. Peter’s. Tickets will be on sale from next week and 
will cost £10. Please do consider joining us as this is chance 
to have an enjoyable meal while reflecting on the true 
meaning of Christmas. 
 
Donations needed of clothing, trainers/shoes and backpack 
bags for refugee men. Please leave at back of both 
Churches. 

Southside Faith Care: speakers from Police Scotland and 
Barclays Bank will talk about Digital Frauds and Scams: 
• Tuesday, 4 November 2-3pm, Newington Trinity 

Priestfield, 2 Marchhall Place,  Edinburgh EH16 5HW  
• Thursday, 6 November 1.30-2.30pm, Morningside 

United Church, 15 Chamberlain Road, Edinburgh 
EH10 4DH 

This is part of our regular 10-week programme of Digital 
Advice & Support Group held in the above locations and 
ending the week of 24 November 2025. All are welcome to 
attend for this important topical information on how to 
keep safe online. 


