
 

 

 

 

The week ahead 9 - 16 November 2025  

Items for inclusion in the Newsletter to Sharon Kedney at office.stpeteredinburgh@staned.org.uk by Wednesday evening 
please. St Peter’s website contact Juliet MacKellaig at julietmmackellaig@gmail.com. * You can find our Privacy Notices on the 
websites * The Newsletter is posted on the parish websites * St Peter’s and St Columba’s are parishes of the Archdiocese of St 
Andrews and Edinburgh, a Charity registered in Scotland—number SC008540 

Date Church Time Feast Mass intention 

Saturday 8 November 
Vigil 

St Peter’s 
St Peter’s 

12 noon 
5.30pm 

Blessed John Duns Scotus 
Dedication Lateran Basilica  

Birthday thanksgiving Louie Zurita 

Sunday 9 November St Columba’s 
St Peter’s 
St Columba’s 

9.30am 
11.30am 
6.30pm 

Dedication Lateran Basilica   
Owen Bonnar RIP  
People of the Parishes 

Monday 10 November St Peter’s 9.30am St. Leo the Great  

Tuesday 11 November St Columba’s 
 
St. Peter’s 

9.30am 
 
12 noon 

St. Martin of Tours 
 
Funeral Jim Gray RIP  

Deceased members of the Doherty 
family 

Wednesday 12 November St Peter’s 9.30am St. Josaphat  

Thursday 13 November St Columba’s 9.30am 32nd Week of the Year Gerald Alfred Hobbs RIP (50 year 
anniversary) 

Friday 14 November St Peter’s 9.30am 32nd Week of the Year  

Saturday 15 November 
Vigil 

St Peter’s 
St Peter’s 

12 noon 
5.30pm 

32nd Week of the Year 
33rd Sunday of the Year 

 

Sunday 16 November St Columba’s 
St Peter’s 
St Columba’s 

9.30am 
11.30am 
6.30pm 

33rd Sunday of the Year People of the Parishes 
Rosanna Crolla RIP (2nd anniv) 
 

Confessions:  
St Peter’s: Saturday 11-1145am (during Adoration) and 
4.30-515pm.  
St Columba’s: Sunday 6-615pm 
 
Adoration: St Peter’s: Saturday 11am    

Sunday 9 November readings: page 202 
First reading: Ezekiel 47: 1-2, 8-9, 12 
Psalm: 46 (45): 2-3, 5-6, 8-9, R.5 
Response: The waters of a river give joy to God’s city, the 
holy place, the abode of the Most High 
Second reading: 1 Corinthians 3: 9c-11, 16-17 
Gospel: John 2: 13-22 

Rediscovering Wonder: Online Reflection Series for 
Advent. Starts 28 November, £25/£30 with printed 
booklet. 
 
With all that life throws at us, it can be hard to hold on to a 
sense of wonder. Yet, the Christmas story is full of 
surprises, amazing events which touch ordinary lives, from 
a sky full of angels to a newborn baby. This series of 
Advent Reflections is an invitation to rediscover wonder 
and what it has to teach us: to be open to possibilities, not 
be afraid to ask questions, to live with everyday mysteries 
and be willing to accept unexpected gifts... and to 
reconnect with the God of surprises. 
 
Includes an audio reflection for each week of Advent, and 
additional material to read and ponder at your own pace. 
All the material is also in an attractive booklet. For more 
information and to book, visit https://
heartinpilgrimage.org.uk/rediscovering-wonder/ or 
email info@heartinpilgrimage.org.uk.  
Postcards at the back of the church. 
 

Star of Wonder: A Quiet Day for Advent: Saturday 29 
November, 10.00am - 3.30pm, St Columba's by the Castle, 
Johnston Terrace, Edinburgh. Cost £35 (£25 concession, or 
pay what you can) includes lunch, coffee and cake 
 
The coming of Christ in the world was heralded by a star, a 
pin-prick of light in a dark sky, so easy to miss. Sometimes, 
to catch the good news, we need to stop, stand still, look 
up and wonder. As Advent begins, this Quiet Day is an 
opportunity to pause amid the busyness of life and notice 
the small signs which invite us into new possibilities. The 
day draws on a mix of reflective approaches and creative 
material incl. art, poetry, music, and  includes guided 
reflections and individual quiet time. For information/to 
book visit https://
heartinpilgrimage.org.uk/
star-of-wonder/  
Postcards at back of 
Church 
 

Scan to make donations 
St Peter’s      St. Columba’s 

 

 

 

St Columba’s and St Peter’s, Edinburgh 
The Dedication of the Lateran Basilica —Year C   

9 - 16 November 2025  

Parish Priest: Canon Kenneth Owens  
frkenneth.owens@staned.org.uk  0131 447 2502 

Assistant Priest: Father Daniel Magaji  
FrDaniel.Magaji@staned.org.uk  0131 447 2502 

St Peter’s: 77 Falcon Avenue EH10 4AN;  www.stpeterrcchurchedinburgh.org.uk 
St Columba’s: 9 Upper Gray Street EH9 1SN; www.stcolumbasrcedinburgh.org.uk 

Deacon: Rev John E Smith: johnesmith@blueyonder.co.uk 
Parish Secretaries:  

St Peter’s: Sharon Kedney Office.stpeteredinburgh@staned.org.uk  (10-1 Thursdays) 
St Columba’s: Sr Karin: sister@stcolumbasrcedinburgh.org.uk  

St. Columba’s Hall hire: 
James Meehan: Jamesmeehan50@gmail com  

The Feast of the Dedication of the Lateran Basilica is celebrated annually on 9 November to commemorate the 
dedication of the Archbasilica of Saint John Lateran, the official cathedral of the Pope as the Bishop of Rome.  
 
This feast, celebrated by the entire Catholic Church since 1726, symbolises the unity of the Church and the 
foundation of Christian faith. It honours the dedication of the basilica in 324 AD, and the feast was introduced 
in the 12th century and later extended worldwide. 

Canon Kenneth writes … 
 
November is a time when the Church in her liturgy encourages us to think about the end times, about death.  
Spiritually we are also asked to pray for the faithful departed that they may be freed from their sins and enjoy the 
life of eternal beatitude. 
 
Some people have been helped by making a walk into a spiritual meditation or journey. 
 
Take a scriptural text... 
 

Be assure that I am with you; I will keep you safe wherever you go (Gen 28:15). 
 
Or, the prophet Jermiah: 
 

I know the plans I have in mind for you - it is YHWH who speaks - plans for peace, not disaster, reserving a 
future full of hope for you (Jer 29:11) 

 
Or, in Matthew's Gospel the words of Jesus: 
 

I am with  you always; yes, to the end of time (Mt 28: 20) 
 
When you return from your walk you can: 
 

• Write your own prayer 
 

• Listen to a pilgrim hymn 
 

• Pray Psalm 125 
 

• Conclude with a prayer of praise 

https://heartinpilgrimage.org.uk/rediscovering-wonder/
https://heartinpilgrimage.org.uk/rediscovering-wonder/
mailto:info@heartinpilgrimage.org.uk
https://heartinpilgrimage.org.uk/star-of-wonder/
https://heartinpilgrimage.org.uk/star-of-wonder/
https://heartinpilgrimage.org.uk/star-of-wonder/


 

 

 

This Week in our Parishes …   
 
Sunday 9    The Dedication of the Lateran Basilica —Year C 
    Children’s Liturgy at both morning Masses today  
    10.30 St. Columba’s: Sister Karin’s Sacramental Preparation groups for First 
    Confession, First  Communion and Confirmation 
    Teas and coffees after morning Mass in each Parish 
 
Monday 10   7.30pm, RCIA meeting, St. Peter's Parish room 
 
Tuesday 11    Teas and coffees after Mass at St. Columba’s 
    12 noon, Funeral Jim Gray RIP, St. Peter’s 
 
Saturday 15    10am, Middle Hall. Dr. Sara Parvis, British Patristic scholar and Senior Lecturer in Patristics  
 
Sunday 16    33rd Sunday of the Year —Year C 
    Children’s Liturgy at both morning Masses today  
    St. Columba's General Parish Meeting: after 9.30am Mass in the Main Hall. All welcome 
    Teas and coffees after morning Mass in each Parish 
    1pm, Baptism Natan Gungui Valente, St. Peter's  
 
Upcoming events in our Parishes … 
Friday 28 November  7pm, St. Andrew’s Day social, St. Peter’s Parish room 
Saturday 6 December After 12noon Mass, the Outreach Alternativity lunch, St. Peter’s  

Congratulations to Fiadh Marie Murchie, Baptised on 
Saturday at St. Peter’s. 
 
SCIAF Christmas cards on sale today at St. Peter’s after 11.30 
Mass. 
 
A funeral will take place on Tuesday 11 November, 12 noon 
at St. Peter’s and onwards to Morningside cemetery. We 
express our sympathy to the family. 
 
Who was Pope Francis? What is his legacy? How should we 
remember him? Come and hear Dr. Sara Parvis, Senior 
Lecturer in Patristics, University of Edinburgh's School of 
Divinity and a respected Catholic commentator, give her 
answers to these questions and others. Middle Hall, Saturday 
15 November. Meet 10am for coffee and biscuits with a 
10.30 start. Q&A session follows and we finish by 11.45.  
 
Join us next Sunday 16 November, after 09.30 Mass for the 
St. Columba’s General Parish meeting. All welcome. 
 
The St. Vincent de Paul Society are making a Presentation to 
Bill and Anne-Marie Douglas in recognition of their many 
years of service and dedication to the work of the Society. 
Taking place at the 12noon Mass on Saturday 22 November 
followed by a reception in the Parish Room. Parishioners are 
welcome to join us for this celebration. 
 
The Outreach Alternativity lunch will take place on Saturday 
6 December immediately after the 12noon Mass at St. 
Peter’s. Tickets are be on sale now at £10. Please do consider 
joining us as this is chance to have an enjoyable meal while 
reflecting on the true meaning of Christmas.  

Congratulations to Lucy Watson: St. Columba’s 100 club 
winner for October and to Francis Gosney November winner.  
 
Monday, 17 November, 7.45pm on Zoom.  AI for life: 
a beginner level webinar to show you how to use AI tools to 
write clear, personalised letters to MPs and MSPs quickly. 
You’ll see how AI can find key pro-life points and express 
them naturally in your own tone of voice, helping you write 
with clarity and confidence.  Register here:  https://bit.ly/
prolifeai 
 
Southside Faith Care are hosting a series of Care 
Conversations: Understanding Dementia:  
• Wednesday 12 November 11-1pm, Marchmont St Giles 

Church, Kilgraston Road.  
• Wednesday 10 December: Power of Attorney 11-1pm, 

Marchmont St Giles Church Kilgraston Road.  
Informal sessions with a chance to listen, ask questions or 
share experiences. Light refreshments provided.   
 
We need 'knitted angels' to give to children during 
'Newington Churches Together choral singing ' at Nicolson 
Square, Sunday 14 December, 1pm. Angel patterns will be at 
back of both Churches. Please help.   
 
Do you have any Foreign currency or obsolete UK Money? 
Mary's Meals can use it. Please bring any contributions to St. 
Columba's and put them in the St Kiltegan's Stamp box. 
 
Donations needed of clothing, trainers/shoes and backpack 
bags for refugee men. Please leave at back of both Churches. 

Fresh start Christmas appeal: November collection of 
hamper items. Edinburgh-based charity helping people, 
who’ve been homeless, to get established in new homes. 
Thanks to all who responded to the `Homeless Sunday’ 
appeal: two carloads of your donations where delivered. 
 
During November Fresh start will collect Festive Fare items 
for food hampers for needy families (Mince pies; Christmas 
pudding/cake; fudge/candy canes; chocolates e.g.: coins/
selection boxes/Advent/calendars/tree Decorations; biscuits/
oatcakes/crackers; crisps, nuts, snacks; chutney, jam;         

non-Alcoholic fizzy Drinks; tea, coffee, hot Chocolate; 
Christmas crackers. Donations can be left in the box at rear 
of both Churches. 
 
Fresh start always need donations of beddings, kitchen 
items, food, cash and even large electricals 
• Small items to be left at back of the Churches 
• Give cash in the sacristy 
• Large items like cookers, fridges, TVs must be delivered 

direct to Fresh Start at 22-24 Ferry Road Drive, EH4 4BP.   

 

 

 

Searching in the dark.  

Jn 20: 1-8 

our world is even more dark-

ened by violence 

 

in the garden three seekers, 

Mary Magdalene, the         

Beloved Disciple and Simon 

Peter 

 

• Without the Beloved    

disciple they would not 

have understood the   

emptiness of the tomb as 

the victory of the          

resurrection. 

 

  Without Peter they would 

not have understood that 

resurrection is the triumph 

of mercy 

 

 Mary Magdalene is 

touched by an infinite  

tenderness 

 

 the Beloved disciple is 

moved by the search for 

boundless mercy.  And 

Peter, with a mercy that is 

without limits 

 

 

Who do you feel closest to? 

 

Mary Magdalene 

 

 the beloved disciple 

 

   Simon Peter 

 

What can our parishes 

learn from the witness of 

Mary Magdalene, the 

beloved disciple and Si-

mon Peter? 

https://bit.ly/prolifeai
https://bit.ly/prolifeai

