The week ahead 30 November - 7 December 2025

Date Church Time Feast Mass intention
Saturday 29 November | St Peter’s 12 noon |34th week of the Year |Heather Bremner RIP
Vigil St Peter’s 5.30pm | 1st Sunday of Advent
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Sunday 30 November
St Peter’s 11.30am
St Columba’s |6.30pm

St Columba’s |19.30am | 1st Sunday of Advent

People of the Parishes
Thomas Douthart (Tommy) RIP, 2nd
Anniversary

Monday 1 December St Peter’s 9.30am | St. Andrew Charmain Bingham RIP

Tuesday 2 December St Columba’s |9.30am | 1st Week of Advent Holy Souls

Wednesday 3 December | St Peter’s 9.30am | St. Francis Xavier Jim Gray RIP

Thursday 4 December St Columba’s [9.30am | 1st Week of Advent Canon Philip Doherty RIP, Fr. Francis
Doherty RIP

Friday 5 December St Peter’s 9.30am | 1st Week of Advent Gail Wardle RIP

Saturday 6 December St Peter’s 12 noon | 1st Week of Advent Josephine Docherty RIP

Vigil St Peter’s 5.30pm |2nd Sunday of Advent | People of the Parishes

Sunday 7 December
St Peter’s 11.30am
St Columba’s | 6.30pm

St Columba’s [9.30am | 2nd Sunday of Advent | DM: Jim Gray RIP

KO: Deirdre Clear

Confessions:

St Peter’s: Saturday 11-1145am (during Adoration) and
4.30-515pm.

St Columba’s: Sunday 6-615pm

Adoration: St Peter’s: Saturday 11am

Sunday 30 November readings: page 82
First reading: Isaiah 2: 1-5

Psalm: 122 (121) 1-2, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9, Rcf 1

Response: Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord
Second reading: Romans 13: 11-14a

Gospel: Matthew 24:37-44

Two free Advent resources

1. The Ignatian Spirituality Centre ( ISC). For the weeks of
Advent the ISC offers you material for daily
prayer https://www.onlineprayer.net/adv-cal25

2. Let the psalms speak to you this Advent with
Pray as you go available their free app from 24 Nov.

Star of Wonder: A Quiet Day for Advent: Saturday 29

November, 10.00am - 3.30pm, St Columba's by the Castle,

Johnston Terrace, Edinburgh.

e Cost £35 (£25 concession, or pay what you can) includes
lunch, coffee and cake

e As Advent begins, this Quiet Day is an opportunity to
pause amid the busyness of life and notice the small
signs which invite us into new possibilities. The day draws
on a mix of reflective approaches and creative material
incl. art, poetry, music, and includes guided reflections
and individual quiet time.

e For information/to book visit https://
heartinpilgrimage.org.uk/star-of-wonder/ or
il info@heartinpilgrimage.org.uk

e Postcards at the back of the church.

Saturday 6 December Advent Walking Retreat. A chance to

walk, talk, and meditate on the coming of Christmas.

e Based on Mass Readings and Gospel message of the 2nd
Sunday in Advent, the walk will start in Culross in Fife
(birthplace of St Mungo) and finish at the National Shrine

of St Margaret in Dunfermline.

e There’ll be an opportunity for Sacrament of
Reconciliation, Adoration with Benediction followed by
5.30pm Mass. The 2nd Sunday of Advent is a reminder
that Advent is a period of both joyful anticipation for
Christmas and a time for serious reflection on one's life
and calls people to open their hearts to Jesus.

To register for this free event contact Deacon Pat Carrigan

at obl.columba@gmail.com

St. Cuthbert’s Way: St Peter’s & St. Columba’s Parish
Pilgrimage.

e Agroup walk from Melrose to Holy Island over 2
weekends Autumn 2026.

Pre-booked Minibus Saturday am and Sunday pm.
Accommodation arranged for Saturday night near
Harestanes and Wooler.

If interested email Alex albennett@hotmail.com.
Leaflets at back of Church.

Scan to make donations
St Peter’'s  St. Columba’s

St Columba’s and St Peter’s, Edinburgh
First Sunday of Advent —Year A
30 November - 7 December 2025

the Parousia.

Flor McCarthy SDB
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The gospel is a brief extract from Jesus’ discourse concerning

The emphasis is on readiness. Since the exact time of the Lord's
coming is not known, the disciples are urged to be ready to
greet him at anytime. The phrases “stay awake’ and ‘stand
ready’ convey a sense of urgency.
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Saturday 20 December
Sunday 21 December
Christmas Eve

Wednesday 24 December

Christmas Day
Thursday 25 December

Friday 26 December

Saturday 27 December

Sunday 28 December

Monday 29 December
Tuesday 30 December
Wednesday 31 December
Thursday 1 January 2026

Christmas Masses

12 noon, 3rd week of Advent, St. Peter’s
5.30pm, Vigil Mass of 4th Sunday of Advent, St. Peter’s

09.30am, Mass of 4th Sunday of Advent, St. Columba’s
11.30am, Mass of 4th Sunday of Advent, St. Peter’s
6.30pm, Mass of 4th Sunday of Advent, St. Columba’s
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09.30am, Mass of Feast of St. Stephen, St. Peter’s

7pm, Vigil Mass of Christmas, St. Columba’s
12am, Midnight Mass of Christmas, St. Peter’s

09.30am Mass of Christmas, St. Columba’s
11.30am Mass of Christmas, St. Peter’s
No evening Mass at St. Columba’s

12noon, Mass of Feast of St. John, St. Peter’s
5.30pm Vigil Mass, The Holy Family, St. Peter’s

Please take
newsletter home as
a reminder of
Christmas Mass
times

09.30am, The Holy Family, St. Columba’s
11.30am, The Holy Family, St. Peter’s
6.30pm, The Holy Family, St. Columba’s

09.30am, St. Peter’s
09.30am, St. Columba’s
09.30am, St. Peter’s
09.30am Mass, the Solemnity Mary Mother of God, St. Columba’s
11.30am Mass, the Solemnity Mary Mother of God, St. Peter’s

No evening Mass at St. Columba’s

Items for inclusion in the Newsletter to Sharon Kedney at office.stpeteredinburgh@staned.org.uk by Wednesday evening
please. St Peter’s website contact Juliet MacKellaig at julietmmackellaig@gmail.com. * You can find our Privacy Notices on the
websites * The Newsletter is posted on the parish websites * St Peter’s and St Columba’s are parishes of the Archdiocese of St
Andrews and Edinburgh, a Charity registered in Scotland—number SC008540

Parish Priest: Canon Kenneth Owens
frkenneth.owens@staned.org.uk 0131 447 2502
Assistant Priest: Father Daniel Magaji
FrDaniel.Magaji@staned.org.uk 0131 447 2502

St Peter’s: 77 Falcon Avenue EH10 4AN; www.stpeterrcchurchedinburgh.org.uk
St Columba’s: 9 Upper Gray Street EH9 1SN; www.stcolumbasrcedinburgh.org.uk
Deacon: Rev John E Smith: johnesmith@blueyonder.co.uk

Parish Secretaries:

St Peter’s: Sharon Kedney Office.stpeteredinburgh@staned.org.uk (10-1 Thursdays)
St Columba’s: Sr Karin: sister@stcolumbasrcedinburgh.org.uk

St. Columba’s Hall hire:
James Meehan: Jamesmeehan50@gmail com
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This Week in our Parishes ...
Sunday 30 November 1st Sunday of Advent —Year A

Children’s Liturgy at both morning Masses today
10.30 St. Columba’s: Sister Karin’s Sacramental Preparation groups for First Confession, First

Communion and Confirmation

Teas and coffees after morning Mass in each Parish

Monday 1 December

7.30pm, RCIA meeting, St. Peter's Parish room

Tuesday 2 Teas and coffees after Mass at St. Columba’s

Saturday 6 After 12noon Mass, the Outreach Alternativity lunch: St. Peter's, Parish room
1pm, Baptism, Ronan James Morris, St. Peter's

Sunday 7 2nd Sunday of Advent —Year A

Children’s Liturgy at both morning Masses today
We celebrate the “Rite of the presentation of the Gospel™ at 09.30 and 11.30 Masses for those

preparing for Confirmation

10.30 St. Columba’s: Sister Karin’s Sacramental Preparation groups for First Confession, First

Communion and Confirmation

Teas and coffees after morning Mass in each Parish
1pm, Baptism, Magnus Peter Smith, St. Peter’s

Upcoming events in our Parishes ...
Sunday 14 December
Saturday 20 December

2-4pm Nativity Play and Carols, St. Columba's
Pre-Christmas drinks and nibbles after 5.30 Mass, St. Peter’s, Parish room

Congratulations to Selva Thornton, Baptised on Monday 24
November at St. Columba’s.

Thanks to all in St. Columba’s gift aid scheme, we recently
received a cheque from HMRC for £6,474.75.

Bill and Anne-Marie Douglas would like to sincerely thank
Canon Kenneth, Fr. Daniel, Deacon John, the SSVP and the
Music Group for the beautiful Mass celebrated for them last
Saturday (in recognition of their work for SSVP). Thanks to all
who attended; to those who generously provided and served
the delicious buffet. We were truly overwhelmed by the
kindness shown to us and feel blessed and privileged to
belong to St. Peter’s Parish.

Now that we have Fr. Daniel in the Parish it will be possible, on
certain days, to have two Mass intentions. That is because
each Priest is permitted to take one Mass intention each.

Today is the first Sunday of Advent and we light the Advent
wreath. We now move to Year A for our Liturgy.

During Children's Liturgy at St. Peter's we’ll practice 'Away in
a Manger' to sing at Christmas Morning Mass. All children
welcome, especially those who don’t usually attend Children's
Liturgy. For more information please speak to Alice from the
Music Group after Mass.

St. Andrew's feast day is celebrated Monday 1 December.
St. Andrew's Vespers, St. Columba's. Monday 1 December,
6.30pm. Service followed by a cup of tea in the GP room.

The Outreach Alternativity lunch: Saturday 6 December
immediately after 12noon Mass at St. Peter’s. Tickets on sale
at £10. Please join us —a chance to have an enjoyable meal
while reflecting on the true meaning of Christmas.

Next Sunday 7 December we celebrate the "Rite of the
presentation of the Gospel" at the 09.30 and 11.30 Masses for
those preparing for Confirmation. Keep the children in your
prayers that by reading the Gospels often they might come to
know and love Jesus more deeply.

SCIAF will host a pop-up stall at St. Columba’s coffee morning,
Sunday 7 December. A chance to keep up to date with their
work and maybe pick up a Christmas present or two.

Donations for Foodbank: first Sunday of month 7 December:
please leave in basket at back of St. Columba’s and cash can be
given in the sacristy.

St. Peter’s Christmas sale of home-made preserves. Before/
after Vigil/Sunday Masses Saturday 6/Sunday 7 December.
Homemade chutneys, marmalade, jams make excellent
stocking fillers. Proceeds to Parish SCIAF Project.

Advent Retreat Hour for both Parishes: God so loved the
world. Thursday 11 December, 7.30 - 8.30pm, St. Peter's
Parish room. Refreshments provided.

St. Columba's Carol Singing and Nativity Play, Sunday 14
December 2 - 4pm, St Columba's Main Hall. Come and join our
Parish pre-Christmas celebration.

Rehearsals for St. Columba’s Nativity play in the church hall
today 10.30-11.15am and then:

e Sunday 7 December 10.30-11.15am

e Friday 12 December at 3.30pm

Christmas at Greyfriars, Saturday 13 December, 7.30pm. The
Edinburgh Singers’ traditional evening of Christmas Carols and
seasonal song, with organ, trumpet, mulled wine, mince pies.
Tickets £20/£14, kids under 12 free: Www.thequeenshall.net

100 Club for Zimbabwe. We had a great uptake in 2025 and
look to do even better next year. Please £20 per number in
cash, to Agnes or Steph or by bank transfer to: sort code
831919, a/c 00103317, a/c name St. Columba's Justice and
Peace group 100 club. Please email if you’re doing this so we
that don't hassle you agnesannwatson@gmail.com,
steph_mitchell@hotmail.co.uk

'Knitted angels' needed to give to children during 'Newington
Churches Together choral singing ', Nicolson Square, Sunday
14 December, 1pm. Angel patterns at back of both Churches.

Volunteers urgently needed for the St. Peter’s altar linen
laundry team (which shortly will be reduced to just two).
Please contact Anne Donnelly if you can help:
annedonnelly57 @gmail.com; mobile 07963 666035. Duties
are not onerous and full instruction will be given.

Fresh Start: If you'd like to donate to "A Cooker for
Christmas" see leaflets at the back of St. Columba's with
details. A leaflet is on the noticeboard, so you can just scan the
QR code. If you’ve any used/still working small appliances
you can donate these to Fresh Start just bring to Sunday
coffee morning or contact Justice and Peace group via stc-
jp@hotmail.com. Please leave items of beddings, cutlery,
cooking utensils at back of Church in St. Columba’s and cash
can be given in the sacristy. Large electrical and other goods
can be delivered directly to the office at Queensferry Drive
Road.
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