The week ahead 7—14 December 2025

St Columba’s and St Peter’s, Edinburgh
Second Sunday of Advent —Year A

7—14 December 2025
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Matthew portrays Jesus as the one who fulfils the Old Testament promises. Here he
introduces us to John the Baptist and his mission. He has John preaching in the
wilderness as Isaiah had foretold, and baptising with water in anticipation of the one
who would baptise with the Holy Spirit.

He tells us that John wore a garment made of camel hair with a leather belt round his
waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. Why these details about his clothes and
diet? Because this is how Elijah was clothed (2 Kgs 1:8). Thus Matthew is telling us that
John is that “Elijah’ who was to come.

John begins with the urgent call: "Repent, for the Kingdom of heaven is close at hand’.
For John, the Messiah would be an uncompromising judge. He issued a particularly
grim warning to the Pharisees and Sadducees, who were to unite in common
opposition to Jesus.
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Date Church Time Feast Mass intention
SCAN ME
Saturday 6 December St Peter’s 12 noon | 1st Week of Advent Josephine Docherty RIP
Vigil St Peter’s 5.30pm | 2nd Sunday of Advent People of the Parishes
Sunday 7 December St Columba’s |9.30am | 2nd Sunday of Advent DM: Jim Gray RIP
St Peter’s 11.30am KO: Deirdre Clear
St Columba’s | 6.30pm
Monday 8 December St Peter’s 9.30am | Immaculate conception of |Marie Perchard RIP
the Virgin Mary
Tuesday 9 December St Columba’s [9.30am | 2nd Week of Advent Pat Enock
Wednesday 10 December | St Peter’s 9.30am |2nd Week of Advent DM: Deceased members of the
Nazario family
KO: Eilish O'Reilly
Thursday 11 December St Columba’s |9.30am |2nd Week of Advent Annie, Michael, Joseph Fernandes
and Jessie Fernandez RIP
Friday 12 December St Peter’s 9.30am |2nd Week of Advent DM: Jim Gray RIP
KO: Kathleen Boyle
Saturday 13 December St Peter’s 12 noon |St. Lucy Kitty Royan and Elsie Wilkins RIP
Vigil St Peter’s 5.30pm | 3rd Sunday of Advent
Sunday 14 December St Columba’s |9.30am | 3rd Sunday of Advent KO: Marion Pate RIP
St Peter’s 11.30am DM: Rod Nelson Shaw RIP
St Columba’s | 6.30pm People of the Parishes

Confessions:

St Peter’s: Saturday 11-11.45am (during Adoration) and
4.30-5.15pm.

St Columba’s: Sunday 6-6.15pm

Adoration: St Peter’s: Saturday 11am

Sunday 7 December readings: page 85

First reading: Isaiah 11: 1-10

Psalm: 72 (71) 1-2, 7-8, 12-13. 17, R cf 7

Response: In his days shall justice flourish and great peace
forever

Second reading: Romans 15: 4-9

Gospel: Matthew 3: 1-12

Conversations in the Spirit

On Saturday 29 November members of St. Peter’s, St.
Columba’s and St. Ninian’s & St. Triduana’s Pastoral councils
met for an Introduction to Conversations in the Spirit. We
were privileged to hear Bishop Brian McGee sharing his
experience of participating in the Synod on Synodality lead by
Pope Francis.

We learned that the word Synod is derived from Greek
meaning ‘walking together’. In his Synod on Synodality, Pope
Francis called us to be in union with God and with one another
through participation, communion and mission with emphasis
on listening to God and listening to one another. Bishop Mc
Gee spoke movingly about the language group sessions at the
Synod where each person had 4 minutes to talk regardless of
their position in the church. Members were challenged to
listen in a different way, called ‘contemplative listening’. This
involved not just hearing but listening attentively and praying
with a view to understanding both the speaker and God to
discern what God was calling them to do.

By prayer and conversations in the spirit, Bishop McGee
encouraged us to consider pastoral council meetings more as
spiritual encounters than business meetings and to see the
benefits for our community.

In the afternoon, Catriona Fletcher from the Ignathian
Spirituality Centre lead us in sharing our experiences of good
and less good conversations.

We formed groups and were able to experience the process of
Conversations in the Spirit ourselves by quietly studying the
text of a reading, praying and reflecting on how the text spoke
to us, then each speaking for 2 minutes whilst the rest of the
group listened attentively. We then each spoke again to share
our response to what we had heard. After quiet reflection, we
each spoke for a third time to reflect on new insights or
common themes that had arisen. The day was inspiring and
filled with hope for how Synodality and Conversations in the
Spirit can benefit our Church and our Parish.

There will be a Festival of Synodality on 6June 2026 in
Glasgow for all to attend and participate — more details will be
forthcoming.

Canon Kenneth writes ...

The season of Advent is an invitation to prepare well for Christmas. Through the scripture readings, the prayers and
rituals of Advent we are invited to reflect more deeply on the mystery of the Incarnation. God freely sending his Son
among us as Saviour of the world. Over the four weeks of Advent:

First week: Watch and Pray. To seek to know God better and to be alert and stand ready.

Second week: Prepare the Way. John the Baptist is the voice continually calling us to conversion and rediscovering
the ways of the Lord.

The Third Week: The Messianic Age. The promises of old see fulfiiment in a God who is coming to save his people
and his presence is seen in the cures of all the afflicted.

The Fourth week: The Annunciation of the Messiah's Coming. The Messiah will be born of the house of David, with
the intervention of the Spirit and his name will be Jesus which means "The Lord saves".

Please note: additional confession times for Christmas as follows:

St. Columba's
St. Peter's

Christmas Eve
Wednesday 24 December

Christmas Day
Thursday 25 December

Tuesday 16 December, 7-8pm
Wednesday 17 December, 7-8pm

Christmas Mass times

7pm, Vigil Mass of Christmas, St. Columba’s
12am, Midnight Mass of Christmas, St. Peter’s

09.30am, Mass of Christmas, St. Columba’s
11.30am, Mass of Christmas, St. Peter’s
No evening Mass at St. Columba’s

Scan to make donations
St Peter’s

| would like to thank Canon
Kenneth and Fr. Daniel for
hosting the day and giving us
the opportunity to meet with
other parishes.

Sophie Bennett, Chair St
Peter’s Pastoral Council

St. Columba’s

Items for inclusion in the Newsletter to Sharon Kedney at office.stpeteredinburgh@staned.org.uk by Wednesday evening
please. St Peter’s website contact Juliet MacKellaig at julietmmackellaig@gmail.com. * You can find our Privacy Notices on the
websites * The Newsletter is posted on the parish websites * St Peter’s and St Columba’s are parishes of the Archdiocese of St
Andrews and Edinburgh, a Charity registered in Scotland—number SC008540

Parish Priest: Canon Kenneth Owens

frkenneth.owens@staned.org.uk 0131 447 2502
Assistant Priest: Father Daniel Magaji
FrDaniel.Magaji@staned.org.uk 0131 447 2502

St Peter’s: 77 Falcon Avenue EH10 4AN; www.stpeterrcchurchedinburgh.org.uk
St Columba’s: 9 Upper Gray Street EH9 1SN; www.stcolumbasrcedinburgh.org.uk
Deacon: Rev John E Smith: johnesmith@blueyonder.co.uk

Parish Secretaries:

St Peter’s: Sharon Kedney Office.stpeteredinburgh@staned.org.uk (10-1 Thursdays)
St Columba’s: Sr Karin: sister@stcolumbasrcedinburgh.org.uk

St. Columba’s Hall hire:
James Meehan: Jamesmeehan50@gmail com




This Week in our Parishes ...

Sunday 7 December 2nd Sunday of Advent —Year A

Children’s Liturgy at both morning Masses today
We celebrate the “Rite of the presentation of the Gospel™ at 09.30 and 11.30 Masses for those

preparing for Confirmation

10.30 St. Columba’s: Sister Karin’s Sacramental Preparation groups for First Confession, First

Communion and Confirmation

Teas and coffees after morning Mass in each Parish (SCIAF hosting pop-up stall, St. Columba’s)

2pm, Baptism, Magnus Peter Smith, St. Peter’s
Monday 8 7.30pm, RCIA meeting, St. Peter's Parish room

Tuesday 9 Teas and coffees after Mass at St. Columba’s
7pm, St. Columba's Parish Pastoral Council meeting, Church room

Thursday 11

10am, Baptism, Evelyn Ingrid and Iggy Gunnar Hedler Marder, St. Columba’s

7.30 - 8.30pm, Advent Retreat hour for both Parishes, St. Peter’s Parish room.

Sunday 14 3rd Sunday of Advent —Year A

Children’s Liturgy at both morning Masses today
Teas and coffees after morning Mass in each Parish
2-4pm Nativity Play and Carols, St. Columba's

Congratulations to Ronan James Morris, Baptised on Saturday
6 December at St. Peter's.

Grateful thanks for the generous response to the Fresh Start
appeal for Christmas goodies. Two carloads were delivered.

Today we celebrate the "Rite of the presentation of the
Gospel” at 09.30 and 11.30 Masses for those preparing
for Confirmation.

During Children's Liturgy at St. Peter's we’ll practice 'Away in a
Manger' to sing at Christmas Morning Mass. All children
welcome, especially those who don’t usually attend Children's
Liturgy. Please speak to Alice from Music Group after Mass.

Rehearsals for the St. Columba’s Nativity play continue in the
church hall TODAY 10.30-11.15am with the final rehearsal on
Friday 12 December, 3.30pm.

SCIAF will host a pop-up stall at St. Columba’s coffee morning
TODAY. A chance to keep up to date with their work and
maybe pick up a Christmas present or two.

Donations for Foodbank take place on the first Sunday of
month: TODAY, 7 December: please leave in basket at back of
St. Columba’s and cash can be given in the sacristy.

St Peter's Church: initial electrical work begins on Monday 8
December in preparation for our new lighting and sound
system. We hope the sanctuary field will undergo grinding,
sealing and polishing this week. Construction of our new ambo
will also begin.

Now that we have Fr. Daniel in the Parish it will be possible, on
certain days, to have two Mass intentions—because each
Priest is permitted to take one Mass intention each.

St. Peter’s Christmas sale of home-made preserves.
Before/after Vigil/Sunday Masses Saturday 6/Sunday 7
December. Homemade chutneys, marmalade, jams make
excellent stocking fillers. Proceeds to Parish SCIAF Project.

Advent Retreat Hour for both Parishes. Thursday 11
December, 7.30 - 8.30pm, St. Peter's Parish room.

St. Peter’s, the 'Big Christmas Clean': Friday 12 December,
10am. Hopefully as many of team as possible can join.

St. Columba's Carol Singing and Nativity Play, Sunday 14
December 2 - 4pm in St Columba's Main Hall. Come and join
our Parish pre-Christmas celebration.

Saturday 20 December, after 5.30pm Vigil Mass, St. Peter’s
Parish room. Join us for Pre -Christmas wine and nibbles.

Mrs Phyllis Kerr, long time parishioner at St. Columba's and
friend to many there, died peacefully at home on Friday 21
November, weeks before her 100th birthday. Her Requiem
Mass will be: Tuesday 23 December, 11am, St Margaret's and
St Leonard's, 110 St Leonard's Street, Edinburgh, followed by
internment at Mount Vernon. Her son Christopher extends a
welcome to all her friends and acquaintances to attend.

Our Teens Group will not meet in December, the next meeting
will take place on Wednesday 28 January, 7pm (for P7- S4).
Join us for games, chat and snacks on the last Wednesday of
the month at St. Columba’s halls. New members from any
school or Parish warmly welcomed. Ask your parent/guardian
to register interest, emailing:
teens.stcolumbaedinburgh@staned.org.uk.

Volunteers urgently needed for the St. Peter’s altar linen
laundry team (which shortly will be reduced to just two).
Please contact Anne Donnelly if you can help:
annedonnelly57 @gmail.com; mobile 07963 666 035. Duties
are not onerous and full instruction will be given.

Fresh Start: for donatations to "A Cooker for Christmas" see
leaflets at the back of St. Columba's; or scan QR code from
leaflet on noticeboard. Used/still working small appliances can
be donated to Fresh Start (bring to Sunday coffee morning or
contact Justice and Peace group via stc-jp@hotmail.com).

Used stamps wanted! St Kiltegan's box at the back of both
churches. Also foreign/obsolete coins for Mary's Meals.

Congratulations to SCIAF
200 Club November
Winners at St. Peter’s:
David Pia (£25) and Becca
Davies (£15).

ADVENT
RETREAT HOUR -

Sincere thanks to the St. For God so loved the world

Peter’s "Coffee Teams’ and

those who support them THURSDAY
for their generous donation 11TH bEC

of £100. This will boost our 7.30-8.30PM

effort to raise £1200 to o &N ST PETER'S

supply Water for a Village. pArss Rooi

REFRESHMENTS
New Diocesan Directory on
sale at back of both

churches: special price £1.

S E N E R R EE S S EE E RS EEE RS
Breakfast with the Lord

Jn 21: 15-25

"Do you love me?' Jesus asks
about the present

Jesus opens the space for Peter
to unsay three times his three-

fold denials

Clerical elitism, Feed

How are we feed by

1s like a gardener who thought God’s word?

his job was to pull up the flow-
ers

Shepherd

or a clown who does not want
people even to smile

Where do we experience the
gentle shepherding of the
Lord?

_ Lead my people
Confirmed

“in S 2 How is Pope Leo XIV leading
'  the
¥4 Foith

his flock forward in love?
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