The week ahead 14—21 December 2025

Date Church Time Feast Mass intention
Saturday 13 December | St Peter’s 12 noon |St. Lucy Kitty Royan and Elsie Wilkins RIP
Vigil St Peter’s 5.30pm |3rd Sunday of Advent

Sunday 14 December St Columba’s [9.30am |3rd Sunday of Advent |KO: Marion Page RIP
St Peter’s 11.30am DM: Rod Nelson Shaw RIP

St Columba’s |6.30pm People of the Parishes

Monday 15 December |St Peter’s 9.30am |3rd Week of Advent Frances and James Forbes RIP

Tuesday 16 December | St Columba’s |9.30am |3rd Week of Advent Marion Page RIP

Wednesday 17 Decem- | St Peter’s 9.30am |3rd Week of Advent Diane Filak RIP

ber

Thursday 18 December | St Columba’s |9.30am |3rd Week of Advent KO: Ger McEvoy RIP & John Clear RIP
(anniversary)
DM: Paddy Connolly RIP & Gladys

Wood RIP

Friday 19 December St Peter’s 9.30am | 3rd Week of Advent D/M of the Duffy Family

Saturday 20 December | St Peter’s 12 noon | 3rd Week of Advent Jin Feng Zhang
Vigil St Peter’s 5.30pm |4th Sunday of Advent |Jim Gray RIP

Sunday 21 December St Columba’s |9.30am | 4th Sunday of Advent
St Peter’s 11.30am

St Columba’s |6.30pm

People of the Parishes

Confessions: Sunday 14 December readings: page 88
St Peter’s: Saturday 11-11.45am (during Adoration) and  First reading: Isaiah 35: 1-6a, 10
4.30-5.15pm. Psalm: 146 (145) 6¢-7, 8-9a. 9b-10 R cf Isaiah 35:4
St Columba’s: Sunday 6-6.15pm Response: Come, Lord and save us
Second reading: James 5: 7-10

Adoration: St Peter’s: Saturday 11am Gospel: Matthew 11: 2-11

Two free Advent resources

1. The Ignatian Spirituality Centre ( ISC). For the weeks
of Advent the ISC offers you material for daily
prayer https://www.onlineprayer.net/adv-cal25

2. Let the psalms speak to you this Advent with
Pray as you go available their free app from 24 Nov.

Advent Rosary for Life: Monday 15 December, 7.45pm
on Zoom

We'll pray for unborn children, their mothers and all
prolife intentions. Followed by a short reflection from Fr
Jamie McMorrin, St Margaret’s, Davidsons

Mains. https://bit.ly/rosary25

Scan to make donations
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St Columba’s and St Peter’s, Edinburgh
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John the Baptist's image of the Messiah was that of a stern judge who would execute a fiery
judgement. But Jesus did not fit this image. This may account for John's doubts about him. Jesus
dispelled John's doubts by showing that he was doing precisely the kind of things that had been
predicted for the messianic times (by prophets such as Isaiah). Once again Matthew presents
Jesus as the one who fulfils the messianic prophecies.

Jesus goes on to praise John, declaring him to be a true prophet. He is more than a prophet: he
glimpsed the age of fulfilment. As the forerunner of the Messiah, he was in a very privileged
position. Yet he himself did not belong to the Kingdom.

Jesus says that the least in the Kingdom is greater (more privileged) then he. Far from
diminishing John's role in God's plan of salvation, this increases his heroism - in that he prepared the way for a
Kingdom that he himself would never enter (on earth). Flor McCarthy SDB
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Canon Kenneth writes ...

Gaudete Sunday is the third Sunday of Advent, a day of joyous anticipation and a break from the penitential tone of
the rest of the season in Western Christian traditions, including the Roman Catholic, Anglican, and Lutheran churches.
The name comes from the Latin word Gaudete ("Rejoice"), the first word of the Mass's entrance antiphon, "Rejoice in
the Lord always".

Liturgical Colour: The most notable tradition is the use of rose-coloured (pink) vestments by the clergy instead of the
typical violet (purple) used during Advent.

Advent Wreath: The third candle of the Advent wreath, often called the "Joy Candle" or "Shepherd's Candle," is rose-
coloured and is lit on this Sunday. This colour symbolises joy and gladness as the faithful reach the midpoint of the
season and the arrival of Christmas is near.

Theme: The day's readings and reflections shift focus from the more sombre theme of Christ's second coming and the
need for repentance to the imminent celebration of his first coming at Christmas. The message emphasises Christian
joy and hope, even amidst suffering.

Additional Confession times for Christmas

Tuesday 16 December
Wednesday 17 December

7-8pm, St. Columba's
7-8pm, St. Peter's

Christmas Mass times
Christmas Eve
Wednesday 24 December 7pm, Vigil Mass of Christmas, St. Columba’s
12am, Midnight Mass of Christmas, St. Peter’s
Christmas Day

Thursday 25 December 09.30am Mass of Christmas, St. Columba’s o

11.30am Mass of Christmas, St. Peter’s w

No evening Mass at St. Columba’s

Items for inclusion in the Newsletter to Sharon Kedney at office.stpeteredinburgh@staned.org.uk by Wednesday evening
please. St Peter’s website contact Juliet MacKellaig at julietmmackellaig@gmail.com. * You can find our Privacy Notices on the
websites * The Newsletter is posted on the parish websites * St Peter’s and St Columba’s are parishes of the Archdiocese of St
Andrews and Edinburgh, a Charity registered in Scotland—number SC008540

Parish Priest: Canon Kenneth Owens
frkenneth.owens@staned.org.uk 0131 447 2502
Assistant Priest: Father Daniel Magaji
FrDaniel.Magaji@staned.org.uk 0131 447 2502
St Peter’s: 77 Falcon Avenue EH10 4AN; www.stpeterrcchurchedinburgh.org.uk
St Columba’s: 9 Upper Gray Street EH9 1SN; www.stcolumbasrcedinburgh.org.uk
Deacon: Rev John E Smith: johnesmith@blueyonder.co.uk
Parish Secretaries:
St Peter’s: Sharon Kedney Office.stpeteredinburgh@staned.org.uk (10-1 Thursdays)
St Columba’s: Sr Karin: sister@stcolumbasrcedinburgh.org.uk
St. Columba’s Hall hire:
James Meehan: Jamesmeehan50@gmail com
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https://bit.ly/rosary25

This Week in our Parishes ...

Sunday 14 December 3rd Sunday of Advent —Year A

Children’s Liturgy at both morning Masses today
Teas and coffees after morning Mass in each Parish
2 - 4pm Nativity Play and Carols, St. Columba's

Monday 15

Tuesday 16

7.30pm, RCIA meeting, St. Peter's Parish room

Teas and coffees after Mass at St. Columba’s

7 - 8pm Confessions, St. Columba’s
8pm, Maintenance-and-Fabric team meeting, St. Columba’s Parish room

Wednesday 17 7 - 8pm Confessions, St. Peter’s
Saturday 20

Sunday 21 4th Sunday of Advent —Year A

Pre-Christmas drinks and nibbles after 5.30 Mass, St. Peter’s, Parish room

Children’s Liturgy at St. Columba’s morning Mass today
Teas and coffees after morning Mass in each Parish

Christmas traditions among the Zaar/Sayawa people

Father Daniel Magaji

Congratulations to Magnus Peter Smith, Baptised last
Sunday at St. Peter’s.

Congratulations to Evelyn Ingrid and Iggy Gunnar Hedler
Marder, Baptised Thursday 11 December at St. Columba’s.

Last weekend’s home baking and home-made preserves
stall made £370.54 for St Peter’s Parish SCIAF Project.
Many thanks to everyone who helped and to Parishioners
for their generosity.

The Outreach J&P group thank parishioners who attended
the Alternativity lunch last Saturday at St. Peter’s, making
it a time of reflection and friendship - and raising £330 for
SCIAF’s Advent appeal for the Batwa people of Rwanda.
These people suffer brutal discrimination especially in basic
healthcare, education, housing and access to safe work.

At the Children's Liturgy at St. Peter's we’ll practice 'Away
in a Manger' to sing at Christmas morning Mass. All
children welcome, especially those who don’t usually
attend Children's Liturgy. Please speak to Alice from the
Music Group after Mass.

St. Columba's Carol Singing and Nativity Play, 2-4pm today
in St. Columba's Main Hall. Come and join our Parish pre-
Christmas celebration.

The weekly RCIA meeting will take place this Monday 15
December in St. Peter’s Parish room - and then take a
break until the new year, meeting next on Monday 12
January 2026.

Saturday 20 December 1-4pm: St. Columba’s general
cleaning. Please come and prepare the Church for
Christmas.

Saturday 20 December, after 5.30pm Vigil Mass, St. Peter’s
Parish room. Join us for Pre -Christmas wine and nibbles.

Mrs Phyllis Kerr, long time parishioner at St. Columba's and
friend to many there, died peacefully at home on Friday 21
November, weeks before her 100th birthday. Her Requiem
Mass will be: Tuesday 23 December, 11am, St Margaret's
and St Leonard's, 110 St Leonard's Street, Edinburgh,
followed by internment at Mount Vernon. Her son

Christopher extends a welcome to all her friends and
acquaintances to attend.

100 Club for Zimbabwe. A great uptake in 2025 and looking
to do even better in 2026. Please pay £20 per number in
cash to Agnes or Steph or by bank transfer: Sort Code
831919, a/c 00103317, a/c name St. Columba's Justice and
Peace group 100 club. Please email if you’re doing this so
we don't hassle you agnesannwatson@gmail.com,
steph_mitchell@hotmail.co.uk

Our Teens Group will not meet in December, the next
meeting will take place on Wednesday 28 January, 7pm
(for P7- S4). Join us for games, chat and snacks on the last
Wednesday of the month at St. Columba’s halls. New
members from any school or Parish warmly welcomed. Ask
your parent/guardian to register interest, emailing:
teens.stcolumbaedinburgh@staned.org.uk.

Used stamps, of which we may have more at this time of
the year. There’s a box at the back of St Columba's and at
St. Peter’s for St. Patrick's Missionary Society Scotland.
Please leave half an inch of envelope around each stamp.

Fresh Start: for donations to "A Cooker for Christmas" see
leaflets at the back of St. Columba's; or scan QR code from
leaflet on noticeboard. Used/still working small appliances
can be donated to Fresh Start (bring to Sunday coffee
morning or contact Justice and Peace group via stc-
jp@hotmail.com). Please leave items of beddings, cutlery,
cooking utensils at back St. Columba’s Church; cash can be
given in the sacristy. Large electrical and other goods can
be delivered direct to the office at Queensferry Drive Road.

New Diocesan Directory on sale at back of both churches:
special price £1.

Donations of warm clothing, coats and shoes etc. for men
and essential accessories and backpacks, suitcases. Please
leave at back of the Church in St. Peter’s and St. Columba’s.
Small Christmas presents and cash donations to buy small
presents will be appreciated.

Donations for the Newington Church's Together Food
Bank, collected on First Sunday: Sunday 4 January 2026.
Please leave donations in box at the back of St. Columba’s.

| come from the North Eastern part of Nigeria called
Bauchi. And my people, the Zaar nationality, have some
traditions that are unique at Christmas.

Christmas in Zaar land is a joyful blend of faith, culture,
and family life. As we celebrate the birth of Christ, these
traditions remind us of unity, gratitude, and the light
Jesus brings to our communities at his birth.

Reading further will give you an insight on the activities
and traditions of my people at Christmas.

Christmas Eve Worship (Vigil)

Zaar Christians gather for a vibrant Christmas Eve service
filled with lots of drums, and youth presentations. The
Vigil often stretches till midnight as the congregation
announces with joy the birth of Jesus.

Cultural Dances & Community Day Celebrations

A unique feature of Christmas among the Zaar is the
presence of traditional dances, accompanied by drums
and local instruments. These dances celebrate life,
community harmony, and thanksgiving to God for a
fruitful year.

In some villages, age groups perform displays after
church churches service or Mass, reminding everyone of
our shared identity and heritage.

After the Vigil, and at moments immediately after Church
Service and Mass we can see and hear:

e Youth singing carols around the village

e Beat local drums and make joyful chants

* House-to-house rallies normally take place along with
the singing and drumming.

Family Reunions & Homecoming

Christmas brings home many Zaar sons and daughters
who work in cities and beyond. Families gather around

elders for blessings, storytelling, and prayers for the
coming year. This reunion spirit reflects Christ’s call to
love and unity.

Meals Shared in Love

Special dishes mark the day - jollof rice, and other festive
meals. Most families, who are not able to afford meats as
a nutritional requirement, will now have privilege to eat
some meat at Christmas. It is a Zaar tradition to share
food with neighbours, symbolising love and togetherness.

Dressing in the Best Attire

Children and adults dress in their finest outfits. Many
families use Christmas as a time to give new clothes to
children as an expression of renewal and God'’s
goodness. And sadly, for poor children, this is the only
opportunity they’ve got to have one piece of clothing or a
pair of shoes that they will wear all year round.

Thanksgiving and looking to the New Year

Christmas season in Zaar land usually ends with a New
Year thanksgiving, where families come forward with gifts
to thank God. It is a cherished time of joy, hope, and
dedication of the year ahead.

Conclusion

Christmas among the Zaar/Sayawa people beautifully
unites Christian faith, cultural identity, and family life. It is
also the time for weddings which celebrate both cultural
and Christian marriages.

As we celebrate Christ’s birth, may these traditions
continue to strengthen our communities in love and
peace.

The Open Door - News

Do you know someone who’d benefit from a free taster
of our Day Sessions:

. Friday 16 January 2026 10.30am - 12.00noon

° Friday 6 February 2026 10.30am - 12.00noon

If so, please bring them along - there will be
refreshments, nice biscuits and fun activities.

We're now delivering services 5 days per week (Mon-Fri).
Places available for anyone over 50 who’d benefit from
both practical assistance and a chance to socialise, with
support from trained staff and volunteers, or for families
in need of respite from caring for loved ones. Day services
help maintain independence, mobility and confidence,
and delay the move into residential care.

We have our very own electric, state-of-the-art minibus
for our Day Service transport (funded by the Energy
Saving Trust Plugged-In Communities grant). The first
such vehicle with amazing innovative accessible seating in
the whole of Scotland!

Volunteers - we're recruiting Drivers and Day Service
Volunteers and our Board is seeking 3 new Trustees with
current experience in business, marketing or HR.

For all of the above, please get in touch with Lynnette or
Simon on 0131-447-9757, email us on
lynnette@theopoendoor.org.uk or drop in to talk with us
at The Open Door, 420 Morningside Road, EH10 5HY
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