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Date Church Time Feast Mass intention 

Saturday 20 June 
Vigil 

St Peter’s 
St Peter’s 

12 noon 
5.30pm 

11th week of the Year 
12th Sunday of the Year 
Dedication of the Altar 

Donna Andrew RIP 
People of the Parishes 

Sunday 21 June St Columba’s 
St Peter’s 
St Columba’s 

9.30am 
11.30am 
6.30pm 

12th Sunday of the Year  
KO: Rev. Allan Ocdenaria RIP 
DM: Therese Deloos RIP 

Monday 22 June St Peter’s 9.30am 12th week of the Year Margaret Jamieson RIP 

Tuesday 23 June St Columba’s 9.30am 12th week of the Year  

Wednesday 24 
June 

St Columba’s 
St Peter’s 

10am 
6pm* 

Funeral Geoffrey Street RIP 
Nativity of St. John the Baptist 

 

Thursday 25 June St Columba’s 9.30am 12th week of the Year  

Friday 26 June St Peter’s 9.30am 12th week of the Year Cela Clarke RIP 

Saturday 27 June 
Vigil 

St Peter’s 
St Peter’s 

12 noon 
5.30pm 

12th week of the Year 
St. Peter and St. Paul  

Bill Jeffrey RIP 

Sunday 28 June St Columba’s 
St Peter’s 
St Columba’s 

9.30am 
11.30am 
6.30pm 

St. Peter and St. Paul  People of the Parishes 

Monday 29 June St Peter’s 9.30am 13th week of the Year  

Tuesday 30 June St Columba’s 
St Columba’s 

9.30am 
12 noon 

13th week of the Year 
Funeral Patricia (Pat) Doyle RIP 

 

Wednesday 1 July St Peter’s 6pm* 13th week of the Year Krystyna Graham  RIP 

Thursday 2 July St Columba’s 9.30am 13th week of the Year In gratitude for and blessings 
upon Canon Kenneth Owens 
priesthood  

Friday 3 July St Peter’s No service St Thomas  

Saturday 4 July 
Vigil 

St Peter’s 
St Peter’s 

12noon 
5.30pm 

No service 
14th Sunday of the Year 

 

Sunday 5 July St Columba’s 
St Peter’s 
St Columba’s 

9.30am 
11.30am 
6.30pm 

14th Sunday of the Year  

Confessions: (usual times)* 
St Peter’s: Saturday 11-11.45am (during Adoration) and 
4.30-5.15pm.  
St Columba’s: Sunday 6-6.15pm 
Adoration: St Peter’s: Saturday 11am    
*No Confession, Exposition or 12 noon Mass on 
Saturday 4 July at St. Peter’s and no confessions on 
Sunday 5 July at St. Columba’s. 
 
Sunday 21 June readings: p93 
First reading: Jeremiah 20: 10-13 
Psalm: 69 (68): 8-10. 14, 17. 33-35 R14c 
Response: In your great mercy, answer me, O Lord 
Second reading: Romans 5:  12-15 
Gospel: Matthew 10: 26-33 

Sunday 28 June readings p170 
First reading: Acts 12:1-11 
Psalm: 34(33): 2-3 4-5 6-7 8-9 R5 
Response: From all my terrors the Lord set me free 
Second reading: 2 Timothy 4: 6-8, 17-18 
Gospel: Matthew 16: 13-19 
 
 

Scan to make donations 
St Peter’s      St. Columba’s 

 

 

 

St Columba’s and St Peter’s, Edinburgh 
Twelfth Sunday of the Year —Year A   

 21 June—5 July 2026  
(This newsletter covers 2 weeks) 

Parish Priest: Canon Kenneth Owens  
frkenneth.owens@staned.org.uk  0131 447 2502 

Assistant Priest: Father Daniel Magaji  
FrDaniel.Magaji@staned.org.uk  0131 447 2502 

St Peter’s: 77 Falcon Avenue EH10 4AN;  www.stpeterrcchurchedinburgh.org.uk 
St Columba’s: 9 Upper Gray Street EH9 1SN; www.stcolumbasrcedinburgh.org.uk 

Deacon: Rev John E Smith: johnesmith@blueyonder.co.uk 
Parish Secretaries:  

St Peter’s: Sharon Kedney Office.stpeteredinburgh@staned.org.uk  (10-1 Thursdays) 
St Columba’s: Sr Karin: sister@stcolumbasrcedinburgh.org.uk  

St. Columba’s Hall hire: 
James Meehan: Jamesmeehan50@gmail.com  

This is the second extract from the Mission Sermon (10: 1-42) given by Jesus to the Apostles before he sent 
them out. Here he exhorts his disciples to open and fearless proclamation of the  Gospel.  What he tells them 
during periods of private instruction must be given the greatest publicity by the disciples on mission. 
 
Anticipating the kind of 
persecution and possible 
martyrdom that will greet the 
Apostles in the future, Jesus urges 
them to have complete trust in the 
Father, who knows every detail of 
their lives. The exposure to death 
must not frighten them. If the 
Father watches over the life and 
death of even his smallest 
creatures, how much will he watch 
over his children in all their trials. As long as the Apostles are faithful to their mission, they have nothing to fear, 
not even death itself. Faithful disciples will be vindicated by the Father in heaven.  Flor McCarthy SDB 

Canon Kenneth writes … 

Sunday 28 June is the Solemnity of St. Peter and St. Paul 
 
Peter’s miraculous release from prison and Paul’s assertion that he has been 
rescued from the `lion's mouth’ speak eloquently to the conviction that the 
Gospel cannot be silenced or confined but must be preached. Both testified by 
their words and lives to the Gospel of Christ, attributing every grace to his 
action, not their own.  May their example help us run the race to the finish, for 
no power can prevail against God’s will to save. 
 
St. Peter originally Simon, son of John, brother of St. Andrew, from Bethsaida in 
Galilee, a fisherman, married, had his call from Jesus recorded in all four 
Gospels. He recognises Jesus as “the Christ, the Son of the living God” and Jesus 
gives him the new name Peter “and on this rock I shall build my Church”. The 
Gospels witness to his growing authority among the apostles. He was crucified 
during the persecution instigated by Nero in the year 64. 
 
St. Paul originally Saul, from Tarsus, present-day Southern Turkey, the son of 
Jewish parents, a pharisee and the son of pharisees, a tent maker. Arriving in 
Jerusalem shortly after our Lord’s time and became a student of the rabbinical 
school of Gamaliel. After his `Damascus moment’ of conversion he was treated 
with suspicion by Jews and Christians alike. Barnabus brought him to Antioch. That became his base for his three 
great missionary journeys. Tradition has him dying a martyr’s death in Rome in the year 67. 



 

 

 

This Week in our Parishes …   
 
Sunday 21 June 12th Sunday of the Year —Year A   
   Children’s Liturgy at both morning Masses today  
   Teas and coffees after the morning Masses in both Parishes  
 
Tuesday 23   Teas and coffees after Mass at St. Columba’s  
   11am, St. Peter’s Leavers Mass 
 
Wednesday 24 10am, Funeral, Geoffrey Street RIP, St. Columba's 
   6.30pm, Catholic Teens Group, Gillis Centre, 100 Strathearn Road (details below) 
 
Friday 26  Teas and coffees after Mass at St. Peter’s 
 
Saturday 27  1pm, Baptism Francesca Arnold, St. Peter's  
    
Sunday 28  St. Peter and St. Paul —Year A   
   Teas and coffees after the morning Masses in both Parishes  
 
Tuesday 30   Teas and coffees after Mass at St. Columba’s  
   12 noon Funeral, Patricia (Pat) Doyle RIP, St. Columba's 
 
Friday 3 July  No 09.30 Mass today and no teas and coffees St. Peter’s  
 
Saturday 4  No 12noon Mass today at St. Peter’s  
   5.30pm Vigil Mass celebrated by Fr. Rozario Arputham SMA.  With a special collection for the  
   Society of Missionaries for Africa  
 
Sunday 5   14th Sunday of the Year  
   Sunday Masses celebrated by Fr. Rozario Arputham SMA. With a special collection for the  
   Society of Missionaries for Africa  
   Teas and coffees after the morning Masses in both Parishes   

This newsletter covers two weeks, from Sunday 21 June 
until Sunday 5 July. We will continue with fortnightly 
newsletters throughout the school summer holidays.  
Our next newsletter will be Sunday 5 July. 
 
Thank you to all who joined the St. Peter's Pastoral 
Council General meeting, in the Church last Sunday after 
Mass (see Sophie Bennett’s report on page 3). 
 
Your prayers are asked for the repose of the soul of 
Geoffrey Street RIP. The Requiem Mass will take place 
on Wednesday 24 June, 10am, at St. Columba’s. We 
express our sympathy to the family.  
 
Your prayers are asked for the repose of the soul of 
Patricia (Pat) Doyle RIP. The Requiem Mass will take 
place on Tuesday 30 June, 12 noon, at St. Columba’s. 
We express our sympathy to the family.  
 
The final Teens Group of the academic year will meet 
on Wednesday 24 June.  Note the change of venue and 
time: we’ll meet at the Gillis Centre (100 Strathearn 
Road, Edinburgh, EH9 1BB) at 6.30pm with a pick up at 
8pm from Gillis. If you have any questions please email 
teens.stcolumbaedinburgh@staned.org.uk. The Teens 
Group will not meet during the summer holidays, 
restarting September with more info announced for 
signing up closer to the date. 
 
SCIAF. Fr. Semba the parish priest and SCIAF partner in 
Southern Malawi has made an appeal for funds, as 
emergency aid is running out, and people are starving. 
We are donating £1000 on behalf of the parishioners of 
St. Peter's. This money was raised by donations to the 
"200 Club" . 

During The Big Give fundraising week, 22-29 June, 
Peggy's Cafe at The Open Door will be open for hot 
drinks and home baking. Sign up to become a volunteer: 
https://forms.gle/8Vn8CFt5NJEGXB6y5. See poster at 
back of Church. 
 
Donations for Foodbank reminder for the first Sunday 
of month 5 July: please leave in basket at back of St. 
Columba’s and cash can be given in the sacristy.  
• Canon Kenneth is away from Thursday 2 July, 

returning Friday 10 July.   
• Fr. Daniel is away Thursday 2 July returning to 

celebrate Masses Monday 6 – Friday 10 July.  
• There will be no Mass at St. Peter’s on Friday 3 July  
• The 5.30pm Vigil Mass Saturday 4 and Sunday Masses 

on 5 July will be celebrated by Fr. Rozario Arputham 
SMA from the Society of Missionaries for Africa 

• There will be a special collection for the SMA at those 
Masses on Saturday 4 and Sunday 5 July 

• There will be no Confession, Exposition or 12 noon 
Mass on Saturday 4 July at St. Peter’s and no 
confessions on Sunday 5 July at St. Columba’s. 

 
Registration for Sacramental preparation course 2026-
2027. Dear parents of children who will be in P3, P4 and 
P7 in September 2026 and are attending non-
denominational schools, we’ll start Sacramental 
preparation classes: 1st Confession (P3), 1st Holy 
Communion (P4) and Confirmation (P7-S1) again in 
October!  Classes will be on Sunday mornings 10.30 – 
11.30am in St. Columba’s Halls every 2 – 3 weeks. For 
information and registration please contact Sister 
Karin:  sister@stcolumbasrcedinburgh.org.uk 

 

 

 

Thank you so much for staying for this opportunity for 
me to report back on the work of St. Peter’s Pastoral 
Council.  
 
Three years ago, Canon Kenneth ask for volunteers to 
start a parish steering group with a view to rebuilding 
our parish council after it was stopped during the 
pandemic. Initially these meetings were chaired by 
Canon Kenneth but in August last year I was asked to 
take on the chair for the time being. We are eleven 
members, some of whom are here today – please wave! 
and we meet about 8 times a year during term-time on a 
Thursday evening from 7-8pm in the Parish Room. Our 
aim is to support and develop St. Peter’s parish life, our 
weekly sacramental & liturgical programme and our 
community. We are also kept aware of fabric and 
finance issues and discuss any matters raised.  
 
I’d like to remind you of the work we’ve done so far: 
• We started our ‘Eat and Share’ meetings where we 

meet for a short talk from an invited speaker and 
share food and conversations to give the parish 
community the chance to come together in both a 
social and faith deepening environment.  

• We have participated in Doors Open day opening on 
Sunday afternoon. We have had fantastic volunteers 
from the parish welcoming local people to learn 
about our beautiful church. We had 211 visitors in 
2024 and 122 in 2025. The next one will be the last 
weekend in September.  

• We have supported the social life of the Parish 
hosting St Andrew’s day events in the Parish Room.   

• During the Year of Hope we organised a Parish 
pilgrimage to the Cathedral. 

• We hosted and participated in a diocesan event: 
Conversations in the Spirit – Understanding 
synodality where we learnt about the importance of 
listening to each other.  

• As parish council, we challenged ourselves by asking: 
Is St. Peter’s an Inclusive and Accessible Parish? We 
decided we would develop a policy to improve 
everyone's experience of both attending Mass and/or 
taking part in the Parish community. This work is 
ongoing and we would welcome any feedback or 
ideas from your experiences as parishioners. 

 
I really wanted to build communication and understand 
how as a parish council we could support all the amazing 
work going on already in the parish, so we reached out 
to all the people involved in every area of parish life by 
email and invited people to come to a parish council 

meeting. We had a wonderful response detailing how 
much work is going on and had a wonderful meeting in 
April where parishioners involved with our RCIA 
programme, Society of St. Vincent de Paul, Fresh Start, 
SCIAF and prolife initiative shared the work they are 
doing.  
 
Some common feedback we got from all the Parish 
groups was a hope for more volunteers. There are so 
many ways we can be involved in parish life and every 
contribution is essential for a thriving and vibrant 
community. We are planning a Volunteering Sunday 
after Mass  on the 6 September where we hope that 
existing volunteers from all our groups will be available 
so you can find out about what opportunities there are 
to get involved.  
 
There is so much going on behind the scenes and 
something to suit everyone: children’s liturgy, flowers, 
linen, RCIA, music, readers, servers, cleaning, Eucharistic 
Ministers, passkeepers, finance, safeguarding, property, 
health and safety, hospitality, website, facebook page, 
SVP, Fresh Start, Parish Council, Christian Aid, Justice and 
Peace, SCIAF, Doors Open day.  
 
We hope everyone can find a way to contribute and feel 
part of our community.  
 
Responding to a request for catechesis and deepening 
our faith, we are planning a series on  ‘Understanding 
the Eucharist’ These will be two-hour sessions once a 
month on a Saturday or Sunday from September to 
December. Starting on 18 September, and will be led by 
Canon Kenneth (Saturday, 24 October, Sunday, 22 
November, Sunday, 5 December). 
 
Of course, we have been planning for the Dedication of 
the New Altar next week which looks to be a very special 
celebration indeed with the Archbishop and friends from 
Christ Church Morningside joining us.  
 
We will continue to support the parish and welcome 
your input. Our secretary Mark posts our minutes on 
the wall at the back of the church so you can see what 
we are doing!  
 
I would like to thank you so much for your time today 
but more importantly being part of our wonderful St. 
Peter’s Parish!  

A Celtic Prayer 
 
I rise today with God’s strength to direct me, 
God’s wisdom to guide me, God’s eyes to look before me, 
God’s ear to hear me, God’s word to speak for me, 
God’s hand to uphold me, God’s pathway before me, 
God’s shield to protect me, God’s host to save me— 
from temptations, from one man or many that seek to destroy me.  
Amen  

Report from St. Peter’s General Meeting 14 June 2026:  
Sophie Bennett, Chair, St Peter's Parish Pastoral Council June 2026 
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