This Week in our Parishes ...

St Columba’s and St Peter’s, Edinburgh
Eighteenth Sunday of the Year —Year A
2 - 16 August 2026

(This newsletter covers 2 weeks)

Scan to make donations
St Peter’s  St. Columba’s

Sunday 2 August  18th Sunday of the Year —Year A

Teas and coffees after the morning Masses in both Parishes
Monday 3 12 noon, Requiem Mass, Harry Reid RIP, St. Peter’s
Tuesday 4 Teas and coffees after Mass at St. Columba’s
Friday 7 Teas and coffees after Mass at St. Peter’s
Sunday 9 19th Sunday of the Year —Year A

Teas and coffees after the morning Masses in both Parishes
Tuesday 11 Teas and coffees after Mass at St. Columba’s
Friday 14 Teas and coffees after Mass at St. Peter’s

Saturday 15

Sunday 16

1pm, Baptism, Leo Joseph John Paul Schirazi, St. Columba's

The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary —Year A
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After receiving the news of the death of John the Baptist, Jesus withdrew to a lonely place where he and the
apostles could be by themselves. This is the context for the miracle of the loaves and fishes. We cannot get back to
what actually happened. But we can see what it meant to Matthew and his readers. For them the miracle recalled
the Old Testament story of how, at the intercession of Moses, God provided manna for his people in the desert. In
this feeding they saw an anticipation of the Eucharist. The gestures and words used are the exact same ones that
are used in describing the institution of the Eucharist at the last supper: "He took the bread...blessed it...broke it...
and gave it to them.’ The Eucharist in turn anticipates the final banquet of the kingdom.

Flor McCarthy SDB
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Children’s Liturgy at both morning Masses today
Teas and coffees after the morning Masses in both Parishes

Canon Kenneth is away returning Saturday 8 August,
Masses during this time will be celebrated by Fr. Daniel.

This newsletter covers two weeks (Sunday 2-16 August). Our
next newsletter is Sunday 16 August also covering two weeks
(16-30 August). Please provide any content by Wednesday
12 August.

Your prayers are asked for the repose of the soul of Harry
Reid RIP. The Requiem Mass will take place on Monday 3
August, 12 noon at St. Peter’s. We express our prayers and
sympathy to the family.

Congratulation to Steph Mitchell July winner of the St.
Columba’s 100 club.

Donations for Foodbank reminder for the first Sunday of
month 2 August: please leave donations in basket at back of
St. Columba’s and cash can be given in the sacristy.

4 August, is feast day of St. John Mary Vianney, patron
saints of Parish Priests. Please pray for your Parish Priests.

As 15 August is a Saturday the Solemnity of Our Lady’s
Assumption has been transferred to the Sunday 16 August.

Children’s Liturgy returns at St. Peter’s and St. Columba’s on
16 August at the Sunday morning Masses. It’s the Liturgy of
the word suitably adapted to make it relevant to the lives
and experiences of young children. Giving them the
opportunity to understand the Gospel message and
participate in the Eucharist celebration at their own level.

Volunteers needed to join St. Columba’s Children’s Liturgy
team. No previous experience working with children
required; the role is open to anyone over the age of 18, male

or female. The only requirement is that all new leaders must
join the PVG Scheme and attend a safeguarding training
session (PVG and training session will be organised by our
Parish Safeguarding co-ordinator). After that you’ll receive
induction and support from the team. We’d love to welcome
new volunteers to our team. Please contact Erzsébet:
gyongy.erzsebet@gmail.com

Please pray for the children and young people returning to
school. Especially those starting school for the first time and
those transitioning to high school. We also remember their
teachers.

Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA). The next series
of meetings start Monday 7 September, 7.30pm, St. Peter's
Parish room. Meetings will be held weekly, helping adults
prepare to become members of the Catholic Church at the
Easter Vigil 2027. If you’re interested in becoming a Catholic,
or learning about the Catholic faith please contact Canon
Owens, Fr. Daniel or Derek Buglass
(derek.buglass13@gmail.com) to register your interest.

Registration for Sacramental preparation course 2026-2027.

Dear parents of children who will be in P3, P4 and P7 in
September 2026 and are attending non-denominational
schools, we’ll start Sacramental preparation classes:

1st Confession (P3), 1st Holy Communion (P4) and
Confirmation (P7-S1) again in October! Classes will be on
Sunday mornings 10.30 — 11.30am in St. Columba’s Halls
every 2 — 3 weeks. For information and registration please
contact Sister Karin: sister@stcolumbasrcedinburgh.org.uk

Deacon Pat Carrigan will be walking Fife Pilgrim Way;
parishioners are welcome to join any of the stages. There’ll
be a Catholic Faith base to these mini caminos. See poster at
back of Church. Contact: Columbasway@gmail.com

Date Church Time Feast Mass intention
Saturday 1 August St Peter’s 12noon | St Alphonsus Liguori Heide Bandong RIP
Vigil St Peter’s 5.30pm 18th Sunday of the Year
Sunday 2 August St Columba’s [9.30am 18th Sunday of the Year People of the Parishes
St Peter’s 11.30am Baby Jack Foy RIP
St Columba’s | 6.30pm
Monday 3 August St Peter’s 9.30am 18th week of the Year Irene Ewing RIP
St Peter’s 12noon | Funeral Harry Reid RIP
Tuesday 4 August St Columba’s |9.30am St John Mary Vianney
Wednesday 5 August [ St Peter’s 6pm* 18th week of the Year
Thursday 6 August St Columba’s [9.30am | The Transfiguration of the Lord
Friday 7 August St Peter’s 9.30am 18th week of the Year Elizabeth Brunsdon RIP
Saturday 8 August St Peter’s 12 noon | St Dominic
Vigil St Peter’s 5.30pm 19th Sunday of the Year People of the Parishes
Sunday 9 August St Columba’s [9.30am 19th Sunday of the Year
St Peter’s 11.30am DM: Elizabeth Brunsdon RIP
St Columba’s | 6.30pm
Monday 10 August St Peter’s 9.30am St Lawrence

Tuesday 11 August St Columba’s |9.30am St Clare George Robb RIP

Wednesday 12 August | St Peter’s 6pm* 19th week of the Year

Thursday 13 August St Columba’s [9.30am 19th week of the Year

Friday 14 August St Peter’s 9.30am | St Maximilian Mary Kolbe
Saturday 15 August St Peter’s 12noon | 19th week of the Year
Vigil St Peter’s 5.30pm | The Assumption of the Blessed

Virgin Mary

Sunday 16 August St Columba’s |9.30am | The Assumption of the Blessed
St Peter’s 11.30am | Virgin Mary

St Columba’s | 6.30pm

KO: Harry Reid RIP

Confessions:
Adoration) and 4.30-5.15pm.

St Columba’s: Sunday 6-6.15pm fulfil us, O Lord

Second reading: Romans 8: 35, 37-39
Gospel: Matthew 14: 13-21

Adoration: St Peter’s: Saturday 11am

Sunday 2 August readings: p111
St Peter’s: Saturday 11-11.45am (during First reading: Isaiah: 55: 1-3

Sunday 9 August readings: p114
First reading: 1 Kings 19:9a, 11-13a

Psalm:145(144): 8-9 15-16 17-18 Rcf 16 Psalm:85 (84): 9ab, 10 11-12, 13-14 R8
Response: You open your hand and

Response: Show us O Lord your mercy
and grant us your salvation

Second reading: Romans 9: 1-5
Gospel: Matthew 14: 22-23

Items for inclusion in the Newsletter to Sharon Kedney at office.stpeteredinburgh@staned.org.uk by Wednesday evening
please. St Peter’s website contact Juliet MacKellaig at julietmmackellaig@gmail.com. * You can find our Privacy Notices on the
websites * The Newsletter is posted on the parish websites * St Peter’s and St Columba’s are parishes of the Archdiocese of St
Andrews and Edinburgh, a Charity registered in Scotland—number SC008540

Parish Priest: Canon Kenneth Owens
frkenneth.owens@staned.org.uk 0131 447 2502
Assistant Priest: Father Daniel Magaji
FrDaniel.Magaji@staned.org.uk 0131 447 2502
St Peter’s: 77 Falcon Avenue EH10 4AN; www.stpeterrcchurchedinburgh.org.uk
St Columba’s: 9 Upper Gray Street EH9 1SN; www.stcolumbasrcedinburgh.org.uk
Deacon: Rev John E Smith: johnesmith@blueyonder.co.uk
Parish Secretaries:
St Peter’s: Sharon Kedney Office.stpeteredinburgh@staned.org.uk (10-1 Thursdays)
St Columba’s: Sr Karin: sister@stcolumbasrcedinburgh.org.uk
St. Columba’s Hall hire:
James Meehan: Jamesmeehan50@gmail.com
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